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MEETING DATES
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Please note: All groups are subject to variations during school & public holidays.
EAGLEBY
The Eagleby group meets on the second Friday of each month starting in February @ the Eagleby Community Centre, Cowper Ave Eagleby.
Time 10:30am Ph Maree 3287 1664
NERANG
The Nerang meets @ the Nerang Neighbour Centre on the third Friday of the month depending on school holidays as above. Time 10:30am
For details ring Maree 3287 1664

SUNSHINE COAST
Sunshine Coast meets at the Salvation Army Hall Cnr Broadmeadows & Maroochydore Rd, Maroochydore on the second Wednesday of the month @ 9:30am. Phone: Lynne: 5444 6270, Anne : 5477 6151 or Wendy : 5477 7540

INALA
Inala meets @ The Hub 76 Corsair Ave Inala. on the third Tuesday of the month @ 10:00am. Please get details from Ann 3372 8493

ZILLMERE
Please ring me (3287 1664) for this indigenous group’s contact numbers and meeting ti

mes. They meet every second Monday.
LOWOOD
Lowood meets @ Lowood & District Comm. Ctr. 1 Peace St. on the second Monday of the month. (excl. holidays) @9:30am.
Ph 5426 2864 for further details.

GLADSTONE
This group is about to start.

Please contact Pauline for meeting details
Ph (07) 4978 0501
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Meet Minister Mike Reynolds
It was our pleasure to recently have an audience with Mike Reynolds, Minister for Child Safety, discussing matters related to our carers. Mr Reynolds presented as a man very concerned with the problems of our carers and willing to do as much as he can to alleviate some of the problems. 
It was pleasing to know that he understood some of the “coal face” problems and is working towards rectifying these. We agree that officers of the Dept may not have been well treated in the past and that addressing this problem may well cause a shift in attitude.

One suggestion was to include info in the training process for CSOs. re the specific issues relative carers face. (We are awaiting further info on this.) 
He also felt it was a good idea for his officers to refrain from suggesting grandparents resort to the Family Law Court. KinKare has always opposed this as it most often leads to total family breakdown.
Mr Reynolds made it quite clear that any payment to grandparents other than those who have children under State was a Federal issue and would not be taken up by the State. (We tend to agree on this point.)

The differentiation between the Dept of Child Safety and the Dept of Communities was touched on as. a situation was raised which made that difference apparent. The Dept of Child Safety can only act in a situation where a child needs protection. 
I was contacted by a grandparent who had understandably intervened when the parents were negligent. (There had been some involvement by the Dept, but not orders) The grandparent approached the Dept for assistance as she knew they were aware the parent wasn’t able to cope. Because the child was no longer in need of protection, the Dept “could” not act. This is a point to be aware of by our carers and one to be addressed by the two government departments.
The Department of Communities needs to be taking on the early intervention role as a matter of extreme urgency if the Dept of Child Safety “cannot” act.
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Respite for Relative Carers!!
At the last COGs meeting, our rep from the Dept of Communities gave a presentation re the possibilities of the new proposal from the Government to fund respite for grandparents.

This was really exciting stuff. The programme is due to be trialed before Christmas and is specific in its intent to make sure grandparent carers get some time out. The enthusiasm and caring attitude of the team behind it was elating. 
The Minister has not yet signed off on the details of the project, so some things are still under wraps.

Thomas Heathwood, from the Dept. is still gathering information from grandparents as to their specific needs and shortly we will be asking you to attend a speakout in order to have your say. Please look out for the notice. If you work or are in a remoter area, please send your needs to me and I will pass them on.
This programme will be a state wide one and it is hoped that ALL of our carers will benefit.

It is also the first programme to be run under new service provisions recently adopted by the Sate Government. This will give it more chance to change and evolve as needs demand as long as the initial rounds are used by carers.
There is also an allotment in its budget for advertising. So when you see the media ads you will know what it is all about.
Following is a brief rundown of the concept. As feedback is still being sought, and the comments of COGs are being processed, there may be changes.
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Grandparents, and also other relative carers who qualify, will be asked to ring a central enquiry number. (Many of you noted the allocation of money for a grandparent telephone service and now it makes some sense.)
The people at this service will have data on all the service providers in your local area and will be able to discuss with you the most appropriate one for your children.

These service providers will then be contacted, I believe by you, and the Department will pick up the tab for the services they provide to your grandchildren so that you can have some time off.
Some examples of the service providers are: Scouts, Girl Guides, PCYCs, Councils and others who have appropriate programmes. 
The Government team is very well aware of the need for “coolness” for projects offered to the children. So any organization who has a programme may contact the Gov. to see if it is eligible to join the scheme. Another possible problem is transport. Please send in your thoughts.
It is the intention of the programme to make sure these service providers are aware that you are not to be pushed into volunteering so that it does not become another commitment for you.
As it progresses, the programme expects to have a range of types of respite for you to choose from. It may be that your circumstances are such that you need to be present and a day in the park where you can be there is the best. It may be that you are happy to send your kids on a camp and get total relaxation.
Of course there will be some sort of limit to the money spent by the Government but it will be per child not per family. 
All service providers will need to have the necessary checks as well.
At the moment, it is expected that these things will begin, and usually run, in school holidays and on weekends

I see this as a major effort on behalf of the State Government to do something really constructive and practical for our carers and true recognition of the situation our carers face. 
Please give this initiative the support it deserves.
I also expect this to be the first of many such programmes started by both governments.
WATCH THIS SPACE!!!!
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Update

As most of you will already know I have been part of the consultation process re the new State law reforms for children in care. On the 1st of September the new laws were assented to by parliament and are expected to be proclaimed in April 2006, therefore the committee became the “Implementation Committee” and once again we were invited to attend.
This means we are kept informed as to how the new laws will affect our carers and what those of you who are through the Dept need to know. I have tried access this info. But have been unsuccessful. Try www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills.htm 
(You may get better results, or ring me re getting your copy.)
By the way, we are now referred to as “kinship carers”.
Some points to note are that in legislation:
· Placing a child with kin is a first option
· All carers will have to undergo personal history checks as will all the others in the household. But children are to be placed first and then the checks are done.
· Checks now include investigative information (This means if someone has had to be interviewed about an offence, even if no charges were brought.) re
1) Child sex offences or implication in such 
2) It is irrespective of charges being laid

3) Notice must be given to investigated person and appeal procedures are in place
4) Self disclosure is mandatory and penalties apply
· Information must be given by Police Commissioner or CEO of Transport
· Under normal circumstances a care agreement ending must have at least 2 days notice

· Kinship carers are approved for specific children. More than one can be held at a time.

· Whilst a child can be placed immediately with kin, they must then be approved and this approval will last initially for 1 yr then 2 yrs for renewals. There are special provisions for those already in care of kin.
· Restrictions on Kinship carer approval,
1) Must be related
2) Must be suitable

3) Household members must  be suitable
4) All must comply with the Standards of care
5) All must assist achievement of plans for care
· Disclosure of info to family is expected provided
1) it is in the child’s best interest

2) the child’s wishes are regarded

3) the effect on the child’s family is assessed

4) the effect on other family members is counted
· A provisional certificate lasts initially for 60days, but can be extended for another 30days.
There are, of course, some transitional matters to be dealt with. If you have had your grandchildren for less than 2yrs, you will be required to obtain a renewal on the second anniversary of that date.

If you have had your grandchildren for longer, you will be required to have your renewal on the next anniversary of the date you were given them.

Further enquiries can be made through me or, better, yet, through your local State member. Let’s all tell them we are here and in need.
Sharon from the Minister’s Office has also come back with the newly developed Practice manual Please find below the web address
http://www.childsafety.qld.gov.au/publications/practicemanual/index.html
In the near future I will also be sent a hard copy version. Those of you who need it and cannot download it can, as always, contact me to make other arrangements.
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For those of you more interested in the Federal Family Law Court changes, I suggest you follow the following link and I will present an article next month on these reforms.
www.ag.gov.au/family,
Please remember that we rely on you to have an input.
Hopefully the “Our Stories” article will reappear next month. There just wasn’t room this time with all the other news.
My best wishes, as always,

Maree
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 �    Editorial


Hi everyone,


Gee the year is really slipping away isn’t it? Here we are already in October and the Christmas decorations are starting to hit the shops.


I must admit that my holiday has made me feel a bit “foggy” since I have returned. Well, I’ll blame the holiday anyway!


There is so much happening at the moment, that I am just overwhelmed. Real results are here after a long wait.


Everyone can benefit by participating in the new respite system We only have to get through the Westerlies and winter will be over. It can’t come soon enough for me. I am not a winter person! 


Our new RESOURCES column is proving a huge success. To my great delight, two of our biggest supporters participated last month and made a friendship as well as gaining the expected benefits from buying and selling.


Please be on the lookout in your local papers for Seniors Week activities in your area as they are very good value.


KinKare wishes to specially thank the 60 and Better Programme at Inala for the tips and hints they gave last month. We look forward to working closely with this group in the future.


We also welcome a new group in Gladstone which will be up and running very soon and this will probably be their first newsletter.


Happy reading and best wishes as always,


Maree


being proposed and we have an article on that this month.


Be sure to read the notes on the new State Legislation as it will impact on those who are under State orders.


There is also news from the Federal Government .


We are begging you all to have your say in some important advances for our carers. This can be by return email, attendance at meetings or by letter. Please respond to requests in our articles which relate to your situation.


Best wishes as always,


Maree 





�


�


Peter Wellington’s


Bill


Apparently Mr Wellington’s Bill did not receive the conscience vote it deserved from other members of the parliament and he is understandably disillusioned by this. 


That does not mean that our cause is totally lost. 


Many thanks go to those members of KinKare and associated groups who made the time and effort to attend the rally outside Parliament House. 





�


Pathways Mega Training Day


headquarters. 


KinKare was the only grandparents’ support group there.





�
Reports that I have received indicate that KinKare was very well represented. It was a difficult call to make and those who decided to make a stand should be appropriately congratulated.


It must also be understood that special arrangements had to be made for transport, babysitting and sundry other things by those who attended and their efforts recognised.


It has also been reported to me that Peter Wellington spoke to those attending and that he was very well received.


Many thanks, also, to Peter for his caring stance. 


�


�


�


�


Circus QuirkusKinKare


CENTRELINK


It has been brought to my attention that many of our people are reluctant to speak to Centrelink social workers fearing that it is “Big Brother” watching them. Of course, I cannot speak for every individual officer in the country, but on the whole I have had good reports re the efforts of these people. So be careful but give them a go.


This month it was reported that a particular office told a grandparent that they did not make appointments. Kinkare was able to ascertain that this was not correct and we are currently waiting on details from the grandparent so that Centrelink can re-educate the people involved.


It is essential that similar problems are reported to us so that we, and the agencies involved, can improve the service given to our carers.


Other News Re Centrelink


Just before I went away, Tracey and I were invited to address a training session for Centrelink people in SE Q’ld. This apparently did not include Ipswich or Gold Coast people, but did reach some as far away as Rockhampton. So the word is spreading and Centrelink, Q’ld especially, is at the forefront.


Many thanks to our guys at Centrelink who support us so strongly.


�








         ��
�
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KinKare is an independent community group supported and auspiced by Connect the Coast Assoc. Inc.

Contact:   Maree Lubach   15 Mimi Crt, Mt Warren Pk Qld 4207
Ph. (07) 3287 1664      Email   mlubach@itconnect.net.au
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