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MEETING DATES
Please call first as many groups do not meet in school holidays
KinKare EAGLEBY
Meets the second Friday of each month @10:30am, Eagleby Community Centre 
Ph Maree 3287 1664

KinKare NERANG
Meets the third Friday of the month @10:30am
Nerang Neighbourhood Ctr

Ph Maree 3287 1664
SUNSHINE COAST KinKare  
Meets the Second Wednesday of the month 9:30am@ the Salvation Army Hall Maroochydore
Phone: Lynne: 5444 6270
KinKare INALA
Meets second Tuesday of the month 9:30am @ The Hub Inala
Ph Ann 3372 8493.
KinKare GLADSTONE
Please contact Pauline 

Ph (07) 4978 0501

KinKare WARWICK
Recommencing:Friday 27 October, 10.00am. Hopefully in the library meeting room but to be confirmed - ring 

0429 065 175 for confirmation
LOWOOD
KinKare assisted

Meets the second Monday of the month 9:30am @ Lowood & District Comm. Ctr.
Ph The Hub 5426 2864.
ZILLMERE
C’wealth Carer Respite Services
Meets every second Monday

Please ring Tess Ph 1800 059 059
Grandparents As Parents
Community Solutions Inc.

Sunshine Coast and Wide Bay

Please phone Donna 5477 5955
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CAIRNS & DISTRICT G’parents Support Group
Meets the first Wednesday of each month @9:30am, Hambledon House Community Centre, Edmonton 

Ph Janet or John    (07) 40 555 161

Email johnjan@cairns.net.au
TOWNSVILLE region G’parents Support Group
For details of this group, please contact
Ph. Nev (07) 4774 0742

Email trcota@iprimus.com.au
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Group Meetings
As you can see our list of meeting places is growing rapidly. For those who would their meetings placed in this column, just drop me an email or letter and I would be only too pleased to spread the word.
There is no requirement to be a KinKare group.

Next month, we are hoping to announce the start of a new KinKare group and add another independent group as well.
So far we have had no requests from our interstate readers. These groups would also be welcome as our newsletter finds its way to the most incredible places.
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Newsletter Items
Just another reminder to all groups, the newsletter articles are for distribution to any relative carers.
Don’t hesitate to pass on the newsletter its entirety or relevant articles as you see fit.

The only thing we ask is that the intent/content of the article is not compromised.

Articles for inclusion are always appreciated. Anyone who has a special event coming up is welcome to have it included. (Remember I aim to have the newsletter finalized by the first Friday of the month and out that weekend).
Ideas for improvement are also welcome. Help keep it relevant and informative to you! 
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Child Support Agency
Last month I published a short list of helpful agencies in our community for various grandparent needs. In that list I omitted the Child Support Agency.

For those of you who have your grandchildren through the Federal Family Law Court, it is important that you know about this agency.

Just as estranged parents have to pay child support to their ex-partner, so too do parents have to pay relatives who are raising their children.

The Child Support Agency handles these payments according to the Federal law at the time.

Once again, there are changes in how this is determined and the policies of the government.

The CSA is linked to Centrelink. It is not automatically notified by the Courts.

If you are a carer, or have any queries about this, please contact them on the details at the end of the article.
There are information evenings held at various centres around the country by this agency.

They also put out some very informative publications including their “Me and My” series of booklets. Even though these are geared to separated couples, there is some good information in them for grandparents as well. Me and My Kids, for example, is about parenting from a distance. There are some helpful hints in this book for grandparents who are distant from their grandchildren.
“Dealing With Separation” is a very user friendly CD they produce with a section on grandparenting after children part. Some have great hints on keeping the family together, dealing with new partners and step-grandparenting.
To obtain any of these, please contact
The Child Support Agency

131 272

www.csa.gov.au
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Teddy
Bears Picnic

October 28th , Coomera
KinKare and the Coomera Youth Centre have been negotiating a partnership agreement in the Coomera area. Part of that is to place a strong emphasis on grandparents in their family picnic events.

On October 28th , they are hosting a picnic in their grounds on the Tamborine-Oxenford Rd next to the Hope Island Cricket Club.

There will be all sorts of amusements and activities for the kids  including a jumping castle A sausage sizzle is being provided by the Connect A Vet arm of Connect the Coast.

Please come along and meet these people you have heard so much about. And have a fun, family day out.

 Admission is free and a big roll up is hoped for. So bring the extended family and friends for a very enjoyable time. 
Further details are to be announced in the local paper.

This will provide the perfect halfway venue for both our Nerang and Eagleby groups to meet. The Centre has fabulous facilities for youth (which you need to check out if your kids are growing up) but all ages will be catered for.
UBD Gold Coast Map 6    Ref  P  18
Look for the Cricket Club as they share an entrance.
Take exit 57 off the motorway and go to the western side of the M1. 
Turn left at the lights into the Old Pacific Highway. 
At the roundabout, turn right into the Tamborine-Oxenford Rd.
Almost as soon as you are out of the roundabout you will see the youth club sign. (Careful as it is right beside, but just past, another turn off).

More details will be available closer to the day so watch your local papers or ring me for further information before the day.
I look forward to seeing you all there for a great day.
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Our Personal Page
2006 An Overview
As promised in the editorial, I am presenting an overview of the year. I think it is important for us to remember the achievements that all the heartache and hard work have brought about.
It is easy sometimes to wonder why we keep going when we are absolutely stretched to the limit. Looking back like this reminds us of the gains we have made.

January saw KinKare visit with the Seniors Enquiry Line at their request to assist them in making the “Time for Grandparents” programme, initiated by that State Dept of Communities, as useful to grandparents as possible.
February ushered in the first camp. (How far they have come since then!) .And the beginning of filming for our DVD on setting up support groups began.
March: We hit the big time in radio. The ABC’s “Conversations” programme, (I made a mental note of how to do it better next time) and also the Warwick group opened. This is when we met Lawrence Springborg and gained his valuable support.
April: The first of the Grandcamps, a great step forward for carers.

May: State laws now specifically include relative carers and a provision that relatives are the preferred carers. (called Kinship carers)
June: Rosemary Menkens MP, Shadow Minister for Seniors & Child Safety, visits the Eagleby meeting.

July: Our DVD finally was launched amid much praise from Kay Elson MP. KinKare had a spot on Sunrise with Mel and Kochie. And State Govts join the push to have Federal payments made to grandparents raising grandchildren.
August: The Gold Coast CC holds a special grandparents day during Seniors Week. The success means a continuing event and the State Dept of CS issues a new discussion paper re Permanent Parenting Orders released in September.
September: Cogs is asked to assist research specific to relative carers and the Seniors Enquiry Line announces funding to develop an information kit for grandparents. The new Minister for Child Safety throws doubt on some aspects of “re-unification at all costs”. 
KinKare began about 4 years ago. There was no Grandparent Child Care benefit, nor specific mention in Family or State law. No reference to grandparents in election policies even. Centrelink didn’t have a page for grandparents. No statistics. No media interest. No awareness at all. There is a long way to go but, no matter how you look at it, things are getting better and recognition is pending. Grandparents and Support groups must continue to work together to keep the pressure on.
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It gave me a Chuckle!
WHY GOD CREATED CHILDREN (AND IN THE PROCESS GRANDCHILDREN)

To those of us who have children in our lives, whether they are our own, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or students. Here is something to make you chuckle.

After creating heaven and earth, God created Adam and Eve. And the first thing he said was…… "DON'T!" 

"Don't what?" Adam replied.

"Don't eat the forbidden fruit." God said.
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"Forbidden fruit? We have forbidden fruit? Hey Eve, we have forbidden fruit!"

No Way!"

"Yes way!"

"Do NOT eat the fruit!” said God.

"Why?"

"Because I am your Father and I said so!”God replied, wondering why He hadn't stopped creation after making the elephants.

A few minutes later, God saw His children having an apple break and He was ticked!

"Didn't I tell you not to eat the fruit?” God asked.

"Uh huh," Adam replied.

"Then why did you?” said the Father.

"I don't know," said Eve.

"She started it!” Adam said.

"Did not!”
"Did too!”
Having had it with the two of them, God's punishment was that Adam and Eve should have children of their own.

Thus the pattern was set and it has never changed.

BUT THERE IS REASSURANCE IN THE STORY!

If God had trouble raising children, what makes you think it would be a piece of cake for you?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT!

*Grandchildren are God's reward for not killing your own children.

* Mothers of teens now know why some animals eat their young.

* We childproofed our homes, but they are still getting in.

*Be nice to your kids. They will choose your nursing home one day. 
IF YOU HAVE A LOT OF TENSION DO WHAT IT SAYS

ON THE ASPIRIN BOTTLE: "TAKE TWO ASPIRIN"

AND "KEEP AWAY FROM CHILDREN"!!!!!
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   MONTHLY NEWS











 �    Editorial


Hi Everyone,


It’s October already! The next time I sit down to write a newsletter, Christmas will be on top of us. It’s scary how the years fly by as you get older.


I am pleased to report that I am the proud grandmother of a baby girl, Jorja, born a fortnight ago to my son and his wife. All are happy and healthy.


By now, everyone who requested our DVD on starting a new group should have received it. If not please email me with your contact details.


There was also an information sheet about the new Permanent Parenting Order proposed by the State. I have received many replies to include opinions in our submission. Thank you.


Please note, my new email address was incorrect last month


It is � HYPERLINK "mailto:mlubach@optusnet.com.au" ��mlubach@optusnet.com.au� . It seems to work anyway, but just in case.


I have to write our yearly report to Connect the Coast for their AGM. It makes me reflect on the year and what has been achieved for carers. This report will be very hard to keep to one page. Check out our personal page for an overview. 


Happy reading.


Maree


�


�


As reported last newsletter, SEL has funding to produce an information kit for relative carers. In order for them to do the best job they can of this, they are running consultation groups around the State. 


Please attend where possible and encourage anyone you know in the situation to put in their ideas. Below are the dates published so far.


More info can be obtained from the website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.seniorsenquiryline.com.au" ��www.seniorsenquiryline.com.au�,


or by phoning 1300 135 500.


Some of the consultations are very soon, my apologies, but this because of the timing of the newsletter.








�






GOLD COAST:


Community Room Robina Library


Robina Town Centre


10/10/06     9:30 – Noon





ROCKHAMPTON:


Schotia Place


Bolsover St


9/10/06    9:30 – Noon





CAIRNS:


Cairns City Library


Cnr Abbot & Aplin Sts


16/10/06    9:30 – Noon





MACKAY:


QCWA Hall


Gordon St


18/10/06   9:30 – Noon





SUNSHINE COAST:


Lake Kawana Community Ctr


Sportsmans Pde


Bokarina


26/10/06   9:30 – Noon











In the near future there will also be groups held at the following places. 


Many of these will be held before the next newsletter is out so please be watching local papers or contact the Seniors Enquiry Line for confirmation and details.


Toowoomba - 27th October 


Mount Isa - 31st October 


Townsville - 6th November 


Hervey Bay - 9th November 


Brisbane - 16th November  





Morning Tea provided. 


Please RSVP even if it is late notice.





�




















Websites


Our brochure and newsletters can now be downloaded from the OPSO website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.opso.com.au" ��www.opso.com.au� ). 


KinKare is still looking into the feasibility of its own website. 


A sponsor has been found, but the instigation is all tied up with my broadband thing. Look for it during the next month. I will email all when it is up and running.





�





� EMBED MicrosoftWorks.WkShbSrv.6 \s ���


DVD orders











The list of orders is now nearing completion and I expect to have these posted during the second week of September if not before. Please excuse my tardiness on this issue as there have been a lot of other issues on my plate of late.





�


�


Email changes


Please all make every effort to keep us informed of changes to your email addresses.


I know we can sometimes slip up, but it takes a long time to track down the reasons for return emails. We appreciate your assistance.


��
�



















































� EMBED MicrosoftWorks.WkShbSrv.6 \s ���








KinKare is an independent community group supported and auspiced by Connect the Coast Assoc. Inc.

Contact:   Maree Lubach   15 Mimi Crt, Mt Warren Pk Qld 4207
Ph. (07) 3287 1664      Email   mlubach@optusnet.com.au 
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