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MEETING DATES
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Please note: All groups are subject to variations during school & public holidays.
EAGLEBY
The Eagleby group meets on the second Friday of each month starting in February @ the Eagleby Community Centre, Cowper Ave Eagleby.
Time 10:30am Ph Maree 3287 1664
NERANG
The Nerang meets @ the Nerang Neighbour Centre on the third Friday of the month depending on school holidays as above. Time 10:30am
For details ring Maree 3287 1664

SUNSHINE COAST
Sunshine Coast meets at the Salvation Army Hall Cnr Broadmeadows & Maroochydore Rd, Maroochydore on the second Wednesday of the month @ 9:30am. Phone: Lynne: 5444 6270, Anne : 5477 6151 or Wendy : 5477 7540

INALA
Inala meets @ The Hub 76 Corsair Ave Inala. on the third Tuesday of the month @ 10:00am. Please get details from Ann 3372 8493

ZILLMERE
Please ring me (3287 1664) for this indigenous group’s contact numbers and meeting ti

mes. They meet every second Monday.
LOWOOD
Lowood meets @ Lowood & District Comm. Ctr. 1 Peace St. on the second Monday of the month. (excl. holidays) @9:30am.
Ph 5426 2864 for further details.

GLADSTONE
This group is about to start.

Please contact Pauline for meeting details
Ph (07) 4978 0501
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Peter Wellington’s Bill
KinKare has had information which leads us to believe that Mr. Wellington is asking that relative carers should not go through the normal background checks other carers do.

We believe that relative carers are different from other carers, but believe that none of us should be above the normal checks and balances needed to protect our children.
Mr. Wellington has been emailed twice asking for confirmation of this and also asking for his stance re guardianship. He has not replied.

At present there are three different ways in which children in State care can have guardianship appointed to our knowledge.
They are:

a) Retained by the parent/s

b) Held by the State

c) Given to the carer











KinKare feels that is an issue of major importance to our children and is appalled by Mr Wellington’s lack of response.
Please help prod him into consideration of all those relative carers whose children are in the hands of the “other” grandparents and want them to be carefully checked. It is not good enough to say ALL relative carers are equal to natural parents. To check it out for yourself; go to www.qld.gov.au then click Legislation (under Law and Safety), click the tab Bills and go to 51st parliament and click 05. His bill is about the fourth one down.

I draw your attention to page 3 of 3 and the first paragraph of the notes on the Bill.
For mail recipients a copy is attached and the paragraph highlighted. (Please excuse my cut and paste errors) 
His email is Nicklin@parliament.qld.gov.au and his phone is 5441 6933
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Federal Family Law Reforms
On August 5th, Phillip Ruddock met with members of the community in Brisbane to discuss the new changes to Family Law.
We received an invitation to attend; however, I was not well enough to travel so far on the day. Consequently, I will have to make enquiries on the information presented and get back to you as soon as I can.

Needless to say if anyone else made it on the day, I would love you to give me a call.
Further Legal Matters
It seems I have had a spate of calls this month on legal matters. Therefore I have included some contact numbers below. (Mail recipients will receive a photocopy of Community Legal Centres in their area).

A most common situation being reported is that officers from the Dept of Child Safety are advising relative carers to go through the Federal Family Law Court to gain residency of children. Another is relatives suggesting that carers to go there for contact.
KinKare strongly suggests carers get independent legal advice before going down this road. At the end of a very expensive exercise, grandparents often feel they end up with a useless piece of paper. Also it can result in irretrievable family breakdown and heartache.
The process may not be as simple or effective as it sounds 
Many Community Legal Centres are able to give free advice to individuals which is realistic and honest.

The complete list of these centres in Queensland can be found on the Legal Aid website: www.legalaid.qld.gov.au (Ph 1300 65 11 88). Look on the left of the homepage under CLCs.

The Queensland Law Society can assist by providing you with a copy of the booklet “Grandparents: Parenting and Family Law”. www.qls.com.au (Ph 3842 5888)
Your local Community/Neighbourhood Ctr is also a valuable resource. And remember:
ALWAYS KEEP A DIARY!!
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Further Assistance for GRANDPARENTS 
At a recent Soroptimist function I attended, the Sorops representative on the AWC was a guest speaker asked to specifically address the issue of grandparenting.

It was obvious that the AWC is working hard to achieve the same objectives as we are and I have reproduced some of the info from their website. You will find a great deal more there. www.awcaus.org.au .
It is comforting to know an organization as large and, as well respected as this is also assisting our cause. And that they are willing to help us gain important information about changes in legislation and/or current research.
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Australian Women’s Coalition

	The Australian Women's Coalition was formed in 2001 after the National Council of Women of Australia brought together a range of women's organisations to determine how best to collate and present the views of Australian women to the Government and people of Australia.

	The members of the Australian Women's Coalition work collaboratively to advance the status of women.


AWC Action Plan January – March 2004
Grandparenting
AWC will complete its visual images project. This project involves the production of posters representing the diversity of grandparents and their wide ranging roles within families and society.
AWC will also convene a grandparenting forum (June 2004) aimed at heightening the image and role of grandparents, and drawing attention to issues that concern them – e.g., access to grandchildren where families are fragmented, the cost and lack of benefits for grandparents who have significant child caring roles etc.
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. Resources
Don’t forget, if you have anything to buy, sell, give away or want, drop a note to me for the newsletter or see me at a meeting.
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As mentioned in a previous edition, there are some children’s (mainly small sizes), and some adults clothing available for carers free of charge. 
We also are able to obtain small quantities of bread for emergencies. Many thanks are extended to one of our members at Nerang for this 

KinKare has a portable cot for loan if anybody should need one as well. Once again thanks to a Nerang member.
These may help someone you know out in the first few days of gaining children. 
I have also spoken with a lady from “Noah’s Ark” who can often assist with other goods on request. 
Especially walking tripods at present, but she can sometimes come across other goods such as wheelchairs and mattresses etc.
Noah’s Ark is an environmental group which realises that people are part of the environment and therefore has a strong interest in assisting the community.
Our friends at the Beenleigh Area Family Support Network have informed us of a new grocery support network @ 132 Logan St Eagleby called Calvary Lighthouse. No health care cards etc are needed; the service is friendly and dignified.

Please contact me for details on any of the above.
For Sale

Ikea pine single bed with mattress………......$50


Boys blue bike suit 7-12 year old as new …..$35
This grandparent is from the Nerang group, but help with transport can be arranged for reasonable distances.  
Please phone 5580 5636 or 0414 944 026
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Our Stories

This section in our newsletter is having great success in gaining awareness. Please send me the details of your story for our column.
This month our story is from a single grandfather. Many of our members seem, for one reason or another, to be doing the impossible on their own.
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To whom it may concern,

As a relative carer with sole guardianship of a five year old boy, I find that the strain of just day to day care can be very draining. The constant demands on my time and the lack of a good night’s sleep, Even when he is in child care, I am controlled by the clock. 
I do not think I am over protective of him and try to make him independent, but a five year old does not want to be independent, he wants constant attention. 
I am lucky that he has no mental problems that seem to go with addicted parents.

I have looked after him since he was seven weeks old.
It was me and my wife to start with, and then she died with cancer when he was three years old.

So I am on my own now.
Your own friends drift away in stages 
One when you have an addict for a child.

Two when you become a widower and
Three people of my age, sixty four years old, do not want a five year old around them all day.

As they say, “It is nice to see them come and it is nice to see them go home!”
Now I have to start getting him ready to start grade one at school next year.
I do not know what the answer is but this is better than putting him in care!
I feel so isolated at times.
P.S.
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I still get a tear every time I hear that story.

Once again, it’s time to go.

Love and best wishes to all,

Maree
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   MONTHLY NEWS











 �    Editorial


Hi everyone,


We only have to get through the Westerlies and winter will be over. It can’t come soon enough for me. I am not a winter person! 


Our new RESOURCES column is proving a huge success. To my great delight, two of our biggest supporters participated last month and made a friendship as well as gaining the expected benefits from buying and selling.


Please be on the lookout in your local papers for Seniors Week activities in your area as they are very good value.


KinKare wishes to specially thank the 60 and Better Programme at Inala for the tips and hints they gave last month. We look forward to working closely with this group in the future.


We also welcome a new group in Gladstone which will be up and running very soon and this will probably be their first newsletter.


Happy reading and best wishes as always,


Maree


         � 





�


Pathways Mega Training DayThe Word is Spreading


Starting a new support group is not an easy task nor without its frustrations and correct procedures etc, but so many are springing up all over the State that the “powers that be” have to sit up and take notice of the numbers represented.


Thankfully, as reported last month, we have gained funding to assist new groups establish themselves in a sustainable way which isn’t easy.


The process is now being put into place and we anticipate it will be operational before the end of the year. Anyone wishing to set up a group should contact us re this process.


We long for the day when our group meetings take a whole page!!!


�


headquarters. 


KinKare was the only grandparents’ support group there.





�



�


�


�


Circus QuirkusKinKare


For the information of new affiliates, a brief rundown of the major organizations KinKare works with. It has been some time since we last featured this and we have had a great number of new members since. This is not an exhaustive list as space will not allow. All new groups are encouraged to connect with local community/neighbourhood centres. to enhance their ability to assist their members on a local level.





Older People Speak Out Inc: OPSO


This group takes on issues related to older Australians and has a focus on intergenerational areas.





Connect the Coast  Inc:


CTC focuses on issues of social isolation of the over 50’s. (They auspice KinKare groups.)





Council of Grandparents:


COGs came into being after a “speakout” organized by OPSO in order to bring together both the service providers and the grandparent support groups to have a louder voice to authorities. It is also auspiced by Connect the Coast.





Centrelink:


Representatives from Centrelink attend COGs and have been very helpful in gaining assistance for grandparents.





Foster Care Q’ld:


FCQ has helped many relative carers gain what is due to them by the State for children in their care.





Pathways:


This group is concerned with Federal Family Law and its impact on families.


�








         ��
�






BUY!


SWAP!


SELL!











�


�





KinKare is an independent community group supported and auspiced by Connect the Coast Assoc. Inc.

Contact:   Maree Lubach   15 Mimi Crt, Mt Warren Pk Qld 4207
Ph. (07) 3287 1664      Email   mlubach@itconnect.net.au
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