This petition of:  GRANDPARENTS & GRANDCHILDREN CONTACT LOBBY

Draws to the attention of the House:  In line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 2006 reforms to the Family Law Act 1975 require decisions to be made in the ‘best interests of the child’. By recognizing the important role grandparents (and other relatives) play in children’s lives, the reforms reflect Article 8 of the Convention, in which ‘family relations’ are considered essential to a child’s identity. However, the 2006 reforms DO NOT consider the rights and best interests of ALL Australian children. When determining whether a child can have access to his/her grandparent/s, courts consider the nature of the pre-existing relationship between the child and his/her grandparent/s and the likely effect on the child of separation from those grandparent/s. THIS DISCRIMINATES against children whose parents have denied them from ever knowing or having contact with their grandparents.
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