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  ñThe KinKare Committeeò 
Our brave Treasureôs opinion 

 

Editorial 

June 2010 

Hello Everyone, 
 

I have so much news to pass on and so little time to do 
it! 
 
Things are really starting to move for grandparents, 
this is a very exciting time. 
 
In the last couple of newsletters I have foreshadowed 
State Government initiatives for grandparents. And 
now I feel I can publish some of these. 
 
Please find in our articles; news about Grandparentõs 
Day; the latest about recognizing grandparents as 
carers in Queensland and the Ministerôs attempts at 
setting up an advisory council on grandparenting 
issues. 
 
COGs is in the middle of the advisory group and I urge 
all of you to read the article and become more active 
on this body as you will not want to be left out of the 
process. 
 
We also have an update on the National Body, and 
there is a new slant on matters in our case study for 
the month. 
 
Dr Ron Frey has also had some meetings with 
grandparents and has initiated some ground breaking 
information which will, during the course of the next 
few months or so, be formulated into a booklet to help 
grandparents. 
 
Again, this month, I was told by a grandparent that 
when the going gets tough, she loves to read our jokes 
page to lighten her load. It seems that no matter how 
pressed I am for space, this page is a must include. 
 
I want to thank all of you who have stepped up to 
the mark to help me. I cannot do it all on my own and 
I take great reassurance in knowing you are there. 
 

Happy reading, 
Maree  

By Tracey Douglas (Chair of COGs.) 

COGs  

Council of   

Grandparents  

The decision was made that the Ministerial meetings will 
be held at 111 George Street City on the last Tuesday of 
the month on a quarterly basis.  That means that the next 
meeting should be on Tuesday 31st of August - subject to 
the Ministers' availability.  A third minister, the Minister for 
Disability Services, is also currently involved as well with 
the proposed amendments to the current Carers 
[Recognition] Bill of 2008 which she oversees.  The 
monthly meetings will continue as normal as much as 
possible at 1748 Logan Road Mt Gravatt on the first 
Monday of each month at 10am.  This gives us an 
opportunity to discuss the outcomes from the previous 
week's Ministerial meeting.  It was also suggested that we 
will try and bring in on telelink some representatives from 
north Queensland to the Ministerial meetings so they can 
participate as much as possible.  

The Council is made up of service providers, seniors' 
organisations' representatives and most important of all 
grandparents and their support groups' representatives.  I 
am in the process of writing to each support group to urge 
you to take advantage of this opportunity to have direct 
dialogue with the Departments and their Ministers on a 
regular basis. 

This is quite a unique event between the community and 
State government in Queensland as most ministerial 
advisory panels are made up of political appointees; in 
our case, the Ministers have been very progressive and 
chose to work with an existing structure which they 
consider will provide them with the advice they need to 
shape future government decisions and policy. 

A meeting with the Minister for Child Safety in late April 
has lead to the formation of a dialogue between the 
Council of Grandparents and the Department of 
Communities for an ongoing advisory role of the Council 
to the Ministers in that Department.  This week at short 
notice the Council was invited to meet with the Minister for 
Communities, Hon. Karen Struthers and the Minister for 
Child Safety, Hon. Phil Reeves, for the first 
'official' meeting in this advisory role.   
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Good News From the Queensland Government 

Grandparent’s Day 
 

As I mentioned I the editorial, there have been many 

developments with the State Government in the last 6 

weeks or so. One of them is the announcement of a 

Grandparentôs Day. 

We are currently looking for an appropriate day to hold 

this on and your input is being sought. 

Obviously, we are looking to keep it away from both 

Motherôs Day and Fatherôs Day being May and 

September respectively. 

Sunday has been a popular choice for the day of the 

week but the month is up in the air. Before Motherôs 

Day puts it in a season of Public Holidays where it might 

get lost in the middle of other festivities and school 

holidays. After Fatherôs Day puts it close to Christmas 

and all the associated activities at the end of the year. 

Bear in mind that this is going to be a State-wide Day so 

it needs to be a time of year where it is comfortable for 

everyone to get out and celebrate. 

With this in mind, July is being looked at very closely. 

As I have said though, your input is being sought so 

please let me know your thoughts so that they can be 

passed on to the relevant authorities.  

The State Government is also willing to negotiate with 

the Federal Government to make it a National Day. I 

have already heard rumours about other States proposing 

a similar day so I think it is very likely to go ahead. 

Even though this is a small step forward for us it is a very 

important one. We need this kind of publicity to raise 

awareness in the general community of our situation 

.This will give us a forum to air our needs publicly. 

It is hoped schools will take such a day on board and put 

their grandparent activities close to the day. It has been 

done overseas before and I feel very sure the greeting 

card people will be in there like Flynn to promote it here. 

The cynics amongst you will be saying NOT ENOUGH! 

And you would be right but there is more! 

Please read on!!! 

 

Grandparents Recognised 

as Carers 
 

As you know Rosemary 

Menkens, the Shadow Minister, 

put a private members Bill before 

parliament aimed at getting 

o f f i c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f 

g r a n d p a r e n t s  r a i s i n g 

grandchildren as carers. This Bill has a lot of merit. 

The government is now THINKING  about putting up a 

similar one which is not as specific as Rosemaryôs. 

Last week we notified of a consultation day to give our 

opinions. The government is proposing the possibility of 

amending the current carers Bill in include grandparents. 

This would mean there would be a position on the Carers 

Council for a grandparent advisor but not a specific 

council as proposed by Rosemary. 

At present there is no wording to 

debate and no party endorsement. 

IT IS A PROPOSAL. However, 

I believe it will be very likely to 

go ahead. 

Either way, assuming one of them 

gets up, this is a big step forward 

for grandparents. The average 

bloke in the street is usually quite 

amazed that we are not already considered carers. 

The biggest benefit to be gained by these Bills is the hope 

that other States will follow suit. (A likely occurrence 

given that it involves no payment from the States, just 

recognition.) If in fact they do it will be hard for the 

Federal Government not to also recognize grandparents.  

 

The responsibility for a payment to grandparents 

raising grandchildren lies squarely with the Federal 

Government. 
 

KinKare will be keeping a close on both these 

developments and will publish updates as they become 

available through this newsletter. 

 

Tracey mentioned in her article of the advisory role COGs 

will be playing to the Minister. KinKare is a member of 

COGs and I strongly recommend other support group 

leaders join and ensure it has the real voice of 

grandparents. 



We Should Write a Book! 
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 This is the old ñOur Personal Pageò. It is very important that readers send in their stories to be  
published on this page to inform others in the community just how different our lives are.  

This page may also contain comments on calls, or answers to queries raised from time to time. 

 

For the purposes of this page, second generation carers or those denied access 
will be referred to as ñgrandparentsò and those who rightfully should be raising 
the children will be referred to as ñparentsò. In some cases the carers may be 
great aunts or uncles, step grandparents or even great-grandparents etc. This 
helps to keep the roles of all concerned clear. Similarly, all children will be 
referred to as ñgrandchildrenò. All stories will be edited to protect the 
identification of anyone involved and in keeping with available space. 
Accompanying illustrations are from the public domain and are not meant to 
reflect any party concerned. 

 

The Story this month is quite different from others we 
receive. I particularly wanted to print it as is raises an issue I 
have not covered fully before and one which has come up 

from several readers. 

June 2010  

Denied Access with a Twist! 
 

In 1970 at the age of 14 I became pregnant. Back in 

those days it was the worst thing that could happen 

to a 14 year old. I was thought upon as a fallen 

women, a slut and should be hidden away. Which I 

was, in a church home for unwed mothers. I gave 

birth to a baby girl, who I named Melanie. She was 

whisked away, and was adopted. I was not allowed 

to know where she was or who had adopted her. 

As the years went by I tried to find her, but the law 

was not in my favour. I left letters, birthday and 

Christmas cards at the home where she was born, 

hoping that one day the law may change and I may 

be able to have contact with her. 

The law did eventually change and I found out, 

through an agency, that she was living in a country 

town. This agency made contact with her but she 

did not want any contact with me. This news was 

very upsetting to me. However I just buried myself 

in my studies, and just hoped that one day 

circumstances may change. She was only a teenager 

after all, and probably did not even comprehend 

what I was going through. The years rolled by and I 

kept on leaving the letters and cards.  

Then at 53 years old, I was given the news that 

every woman dreads that I have breast cancer. My 

first thoughts were ñhow am I going to tell my 

daughter, she is 38 now and needs to know.ò  

The next evening the phone rang and it was her. She 

had been trying to find me. She had been to the 

home and had obtained the letters years before. She 

just cried and cried, we both did. She is only 14 

years younger than me and we got on so well. I 

think she liked me. 

We have been in contact again and I have found out 

I have two grandchildren, a 

girl aged 10 and a boy aged 8.  

How happy I am, and how 

sad. I have not told her I have 

cancer. I will tell her later. I 

am holding all this close to 

my heart at the moment just 

in case it all goesô  ñfffhô and 

disappears.  

I am having my op shortly, so 

wish me luck  
 

Editors Note: 
 

The part of this story that really hit home to me was 

the second last paragraph where the writer 

expresses her fears and mixed emotions. 

I am asked so often how I felt when my daughter 

and I were going through the ñreconciliationò stage 

as you might call it. I had often said I didnôt think I 

could ever forgive her. I did though, forgetting was 

the hard part! 

I had been denied access to my grandchildren for 

7yrs and it took about 4 or 5 years for us to feel 

completely comfortable with each other. During 

those years, there was so much fear that I would 

once again be cut off if I did something to upset her. 

It was hard work on the part of both of us to rebuild 

that wonderful relationship we had once shared and 

for me to not go too quickly, or slowly, in 

embracing my grandchildren. 

I had so much fear because I didnôt know what I 

had done wrong in the first place so I always 

thought I might just be ñmeò again and lose it all. I 

didnôt think I could survive that loss all over again. 

However, we made it and I attribute much of our 

success on the words a grandparent, who was also a 

psychologist, said to me. 

Sometimes you have to wear/ignore the injustices 

and tainted memories from so long ago and hang 

in there.  
Go with the flow and do whatever it takes to gain a 

relationship with your precious grandchildren. 



 

Laughter is the best Medicine 
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 "Holy Mackerel Dig the Ass on that 
Chick." 

June 2010  

Da Vinci Code...   
Written across the wall of a cave were the following 

symbols:  

It was considered a unique find and the writings were said 
to be at least three thousand years old! 

The piece of stone was removed, brought to the museum, 
and archaeologists from around the world came to study 
the ancient symbols. They held a huge Meeting after 
months of conferences to discuss the meaning of the 

markings. 

The President of the society pointed to first drawing and 
said: "This is a Woman. We can see these people held 
women in high esteem. You can also tell they were 
intelligent, as the next symbol is a donkey, so they were 
smart enough to have animals help them till the soil. The 
next drawing is a shovel, which means they had tools to 
help them. 

Even further proof of their high intelligence is the fish 
which means that if a famine hit the earth and food didn't 
grow, they seek food from the sea. The last symbol 
appears to be the Star of David which means they were 

evidently Hebrews. 

The audience applauded enthusiastical ly.  
Then a little old Jewish man stood up in the back of the 
room and said, "Idiots, Hebrew is read from right to 

left....... It says: 

Jane and Arlene were outside at their nursing home 

having a drink and a cigarette when it started to rain 

Arlene pulled out a condom, cut the end off and put it 

over her cigarette. 

Jane: What the hell is that? 

Arlene: Itôs a condom. It stops my cigarette from getting 

wet. 

Jane: Where do you get them? 

Arlene: Any pharmacy. 

Next day Jane toddled down to the chemist and asked for 

a box of condoms. 

The embarrassed pharmacist asked her what brand. 

Jane: It doesnôt matter Sonnyé...as long as it fits a 

Camel! 

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex standing 

in the foyer of the church staring up at a large plaque. It was 

covered with names and small American flags mounted on 

either side of it. The six-year old had been staring at the 

plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside 

the little boy, and said quietly, 'Good morning Alex.'   

'Good morning Pastor,' he replied, still focused on the plaque. 

'Pastor, what is this? '  

The pastor said, 'Well son, it's a memorial to all the young 

men and women who died in the service .     

Soberly, they just stood together, staring at the large plaque. 

Finally, little Alex's voice, barely audible and trembling with 

fear asked,  

 

 

 

 

 

"Which service...the 8:30 or the 

11:00?"  



 

Meeting Notices  
KinKare Groups : 

Beaudesert:  
Place:  Beaucare 44 Tina St 
Day/Time: 4th Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact:  Maree ' 3287 1664  
 

Cleveland:  

Place:  Donald Simpson Ctr, 172 Bloomfield St 
Day/Time: 3rd Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maged '  3207 7200 
 

Eagleby:  

Place:  Eagleby Community Ctr, Cowper Ave 
Day/Time: 2nd Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree '  3287 1664 or Danni '  3299 1764 
 

Goodna:  
Place:  Neighbourhood House, 33 Queens St 
Day/Time: 3rd Monday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree '  3287 1664 
 

Inala:  
Place:  The Hub, Corsair Ave 
Day/Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree '  3287 1664 
 

Nerang:  

Place:  Nerang Neighbourhood Ctr, Martens St 
Day/Time: 4th Wednesday of the month 12:30pm 
Contact: Marjie '  5527 3034 
 

GAGS Inc  

Place: Energex House , Cnr Wallace Nth & Tallon St 
  Caboolture 
Day/Time: 2nd Wednesday of the month 10:00am 
Contact:  Helen ' (07) 5498 9333  
  8 gagsinc@hotmail.com  

WELCOME to our newest group! 

Grandparents as Parents  

Sunshine Coast:  

Place: Comm. Capital Ctr,  Sportsmans Pde, Bokarina 
Day/Time: 2nd Friday 10am-12noon 
Contact:  ' 5437 9499 
 

Indigenous Gõparent Support 

Group:  

Place: Centacare 
Day/Time: Weekly 
Contact: Tess Rowley ' 3252 4371 
 

North Queensland:  

Cairns and District Grandparents 

Support Group:  

Place: Hambledon House Community Ctr, Edmonton 
Day/Time: 1st Wednesday of the month 9:30am 
Contact: John or Janet ' 4055 5161 
 

Grandparents in need of  Support 
(GINOS)  

Contact: Nev ' (07) 4723 3520 
  8 trcota@bigpond.net.au  
 

The Townsville Gõparents Social 

Support Group:  
Place: Dan Gleeson Memorial Gardens 
Day/Time: Last Friday of the month 10:30am-12 noon 
Contact: Nev ' (07) 4723 3520 
 

Gõparents Raising Grandchildren ð

Atherton Tablelands:  

Place: Family Support House, 38 Mabel St 
Day/Time: 1st Tuesday of the month 9:30am-11:30am 
Contact: Nicole or Kirsty ' (07) 4091 3850 

Western Australia:  

Granpower:  

Email: info@granpower.org.au  
Ph 0409 294 231 
 

South Australia:  

Grandparents for Grand-

children SA Inc:  

Ph Denise (08) 8410 6642  
Email: denise.gfgsainc@bigpond.com 

Always room for more! 
Please send in details that you would like 
published on this page. 
 
(To ensure publication, send written information 
to Maree as per the footer contact details.) 
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Helpful Contacts  

Tips to Live By  
 
 
 

Seniors Enquiry Line ï 1300 135 500 

This is not just for the old and frail! Ask about the Time for 

Grandparents Programme while you are there. 

Centrelink (Parent or Guardian Line) ï 13 61 50 

www.centrelink.gov.au 

Centrelink social workers know about most of the community 

organisations in the area, not just money matters. 

Please make an appointment. It is worth your while. 

Child Support Agency ï www.csa.gov.au The CSA is a 

Federal Government organisation which helps support 

separated parents ï and grandparents who are primary 

carers ï with the transfer of payments for the benefit 

of their (grand)children. 

Community Legal Centres 

The national website is www.naclc.org.au 

or for Queensland, see www.qails.org.au 

Usually these centres can provide free legal services, 

short of actually representing you. 

Legal Aid ï www.nla.aust.net.au (the national website) 

and Legal Aid Queensland ï 1300 651 188 

www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 

Family Law Court Australia (Queensland) ï 3248 2200 

www.familycourt.gov.au (national website) 

Parentline ï 1300 301 300 

www.parentline.com.au 

This is for all types of parents and you are not excluded! 

Kidsô Help Line ï 1800 551 800 

www.kidshelp.com.au 

This is for your kids. They often need a place to talk privately 

and so far I have had only good reports. 

Commission for Children Young People and Child Guardian 

1800 688 275 

3224 4225 (Queensland office) 

www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au 

Relationships Australia ï 1300 364 277 

www.relationships.com.au 

Donôt forget to look after yourself and your relationships with 

other family members and spouse! 

Crisis Care (Dept Child Safety Queensland after hours) 

 1800 177 135 

3235 9999  

www.childsafety.qld.gov.au 

 

Keep a Diary: 

The diary should include day, date and time of any contact and 

notes regarding the event. This might simply be that you sent a 

birthday card or email. 

For those denied access, there could well come a time when the 

children ask why you were not there when they were growing up. 

As adults, they can see that you wanted to be and tried hard to be 

there for them. For those raising, the day may come that you are 

accused of stopping their parents from seeing them and the above 

applies again. 

In either situation, the diary may well be helpful if ever the mat-

ter does go to a court. 

 

Ask Questions of any Professional: 

No matter if you are speaking to a lawyer, medical person or a 

Child Safety Officer, you are entitled to be fully briefed on their 

role and what they can and canôt do for you as well as their quali-

fications. 

Ask legal people how many grandparent cases like yours they 

have handled and what their success rate is. Ask medical, or simi-

lar, people if they are prepared to sign a report that you can give 

to your solicitor or Child Safety. 

Never attend a Child Safety Meeting without someone else with 

you and make sure you are given a Carer Handbook. In Queen-

sland it is permissible to tape the session as long as you declare 

your intention. 

 

Make an appointment for a Centrelink Social Worker: 

If you need to deal with Centrelink, donôt just do so over the 

phone or even the counter. The social workers are much more 

knowledgeable. Tell them your basic situation at the time of 

making the appointment to give them time to look into the sub-

ject. 

 

Seek Free Legal Opinion first: 
There are many places where you can get free legal opinion other 

than Legal Aid. The Community Legal Centres have nothing to 

gain by misleading you as they are not funded by your wallet. 

 

Look after YOURSELF!!!  

No matter if you are denied access, raising or somewhere in be-

tween, the pressures are huge. Even young grandparents can be 

worn down by the constant anxiety and frustration. 

Your grandchildren need you to be at your best! 

Make sure you attend your doctor regularly and mention your 

situation. It is also very important for you to have someone out-

side the situation to talk freely to.  

This is where support groups are at their best. 

You can talk to others who understand your concerns and may 

even be able to tell you how they coped in a similar situation. 

You will find there are other very good parents who have had the 

same thing happen to their family. 

You will find you are not alone. 
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