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  ñThe KinKare Committeeò 
Our brave Treasureôs opinion 

 

Editorial  

July 2010  

Hello Everyone, 
 

Is it cold enough for you? If you have any shortage 
of cold weather gear, please donôt hesitate to contact 
me. I have also had someone contact me who can 
help you out with food if that is a requirement for you. 
  

The Eagleby group is missing their normal meeting 
due to school holidays and have asked to have 
another lunch at the tavern, as we did at Xmas, with 
all  grandparents and support people invited. 
Please contact me ASAP if you can attend on July 
16th, the normal meeting day for the Cleveland 
group. and I will make arrangements with the Tavern. 
 

Tracey Douglas, from Connect the Coast Inc, will 
update you about matters happening at COGs in a 
regular article from now on. The State Government 
matters relating to COGs have progressed at 
breakneck speed and I apologise for a couple of 
meetings I had to miss to attend meetings called at 
short notice. 
In a separate email, I informed you about the 
consultation re Grandparents Day. I truly hope you 
have responded to this consultation as we need to 
show authorities the strength of numbers we have. 
This relates to potential voters and that is what 
politicians need to know. It will be open until July 
12th. 
The contact details are:  
www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au or Ph  1300 132 654 
 

I am currently working on a paper to assist you to 
write to your local member re the two Bills before 
Parliament calling for recognition of grandparents 
raising grandchildren as carers. There have been 
further developments on this issue since the last 
newsletter and I have included an article to bring you 
up to speed on it all. 
 

This month we have our first letter in response to an 
article that can be published as such. This is a part of 
our newsletter which I am keen to foster. Anonymity 
can be organised if needed. 
 

Happy reading, 
Maree  

By Tracey Douglas (Chair of COGs.) 

COGs  

Council of   

Grandparents  

The Council of Grandparents has been having ongoing 
discussions with the Dept of Communities around them 
providing some administrative support towards establishing the 
Council as a proper advisory and consultative group to work 
with the State government.  This could include establishment of 
our own website with a series of constructive links of value to 
our grandparents and kin carers as well of use to service 

providers assisting them. 

Also of importance is the interest by the State government in 
setting aside a special day to celebrate grandparents.  I do 
hope that you have all visited the site and made your 
comments.  This is a serious observance in many countries with 
special songs and even a special flower, the forget-me-not!  In 
the USA children are encouraged to make special cards as gifts 
for their grandparents and the grandparents in turn are 
encouraged to be part of special events with their grandchildren 

to celebrate the day. 

Part of the support by the Department may also include the 
opportunity to hold a third Congress for Grandparents in 
November this year once again in New Farm.  We will keep you 
posted on time and place for this should it be funded to go 
ahead.  The Council has already been discussing possible 

speakers and focuses for the Congress. 

A change of leadership in Canberra has everyone talking at the 
moment and we will be watching to see how our new Prime 
Minister takes up the challenge.  The Council has been taking 
part in the working party established by various seniors' groups 
to discuss issues of importance to them in a future Federal 
election so I guess that may have to be brought further into 
actions with us perhaps going to the polls sooner than 

previously thought. 

August brings with it Seniors' Week and there will be a lot of 
events happening around the State for our older m 
embers.  Some events have an intergenerational focus so take 

those grandchildren along to share the time with you.  

http://www.google.com.au/#hl=en&source=hp&q=www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au&aq=0&aqi=g1g-s1g8&aql=&oq=www.getinvolved&gs_rfai=&fp=b6d9468235634129


KinKare      Monthly News      

 

Chair & A/Sec :Maree Lubach  15 Mimi Crt, Mt Warren Pk, Qôld 4207  '  ( 0 7 )  3 2 8 7  1 6 6 4   8  m l u b a c h @ o p t u s n e t . c o m . a u 
Treasurer: Bevin Pope  4 Hillside Dve, Daisyhill, Qôld 4127 

K i n K a r e  i s  a u s p i c e d  b y  C o n n e c t  t h e  C o a s t  A s s o c .  I n c 

 Page 2 of 6  

 

 July 2010  

This article is for interest only 
and has been edited  The Court said What??  

From  www.austlii.edu.au 

   [2008] FMCAfam 1091 

ORDERS 

  (1) The mother deliver up the children [X] born in 1998, [Y] born in 2000 and [Z] born in 2004 to the applicant maternal 

grandparents by 17 October 2008. 

  (2) Thereafter the aforesaid children live with the maternal grandparents, who shall be responsible for making all major long-term 

decisions in respect of the aforesaid children.  

  (3) The mother spend time with the children as follows: é 

REASONS FOR JUDGMENT 

These proceedings concern three generations of the one family. That family is now hopelessly and perhaps irremediably divided. As 

a result, this is a difficult and sad case, which presents no ready or obvious solution. Whatever is the outcome, it will be problematic 

for the children concerned. ...ñthe applicantsò are the maternal grandparents of [X]... [Y] ...[Z] ...; and [D]é.. The mother of these 

children is the daughter of the applicants éThe father of [X] and [Y] is Mr M éThe father of [Z] is Mr Bé Until recently, he was 

serving a prison sentenceéThere is disagreement about the father of [D] born 2008, the grandparents have not met this child. The 

mother is pregnant claiming the child to be that of Mr S. 
 

It is the applicantsô position that, over many years, the mother has been a marginal parent, who has struggled to discharge the 

necessary responsibilities entailed in caring for children of their ages particularly in ensuring that they are kept clean, attend school 

regularly, are properly housed and kept safe from harm. Above all, that the children are loved and properly supported emotionally.  

The applicants say,..., they have been closely involved in parenting them since ... their respective births. ... Over the years, the 

grandparents say their home has become a familiar haven for the children, in which they have felt secure and loved.  
 

From the grandparents ô perspective, the motherôs decision to reinvolve herself with Mr H, whom they regard as inherently 

antisocial and so a menace to children, was the last straw in breaking their willingness to be an ongoing ñback stopò in the parenting 

of the children. ...and believed they would be negligent grandparents if they did not intervene...  

The motherôs counsel ...argues it would be a draconian step indeed for the court to remove the children from the mother who, 

although perhaps emotionally needy and prone at times to make poor decisions, has nonetheless been a constant presence in the 

childrenôs lives to date. It is undoubtedly the case that the three children concerned have lived far more with their mother than their 

maternal grandparents , a situation which is mandated by a current interim parenting order made on 27 September 2007.  
 

In his submission, a change in the childrenôs residential arrangements, ... could only deepen the divide in the childrenôs family and 

also ensure that [X], [Y] and [Z] have no relationship with [D] and their soon to be born half sibling, which in the longer term cannot 

be said to be in the best interests of any of the children concerned.  
 

Given its previous involvement with the family concerned and the allegations ...  raised against the mother,... the Court issued an 

invitation to the Minister for Families and Communities to intervene in these proceedings. The Minister declined this invitation .... 

However, ... the Court made a further order ...requiring the Department to provide it with any notifications regarding abuse 

allegations pertaining to the children;...assessments arising from the investigation... and any ....findings or reports relating to the 

investigation of such notification... As a result ... the Department ...provided a brief report regarding its involvement with the family. 

This report indicated that Families SA had received 12 child protection notifications,...In particular,... that Mr H, who was described 

as the motherôs partner, had ñcut off his home detention bracelet and absconded with the mother and the children.ò At the time, he 

was reportedly on bail in respect of charges of unlawful sexual intercourse with a child under the age of 12. ... 
 

The main basis of the grandparents case rests on the provisions of section   60CC(2)(b) of the Family Law Act which directs the 

court, in considering a   childôs best interests, to have regard to: ñthe need to protect the child from   physical or psychological harm 

from being subjected to, or exposed to, abuse   or neglect or family violence.ò...  
 

The applicable legislation requires me to consider any views expressed by the   children concerned and any factors which may affect 

the weight to be given to   those views, such as the childrenôs maturity or level of understanding. The   legislation speaks of views 

rather than wishes. The latter is a more concrete   concept; the former is more addressed to perceptions and feelings.  

Accordingly, a child is not required to make a decision about what is the   appropriate outcome for him or her in the particular case. 

Nor is he or she   required to express an explicit wish as to which parent or other significant   person he or she wants to live with or 

spend time with. However, it seems that the court is required to explore a childôs perception   of what he or she feels is likely to be 

best for him or her. Very often these perceptions will be ambivalent and difficult to express or quantify. This is   particularly so with 

younger children. This does not mean that a childôs view should be disregarded.  
 

To the contrary, over time, there has been an increase in the judicial regard   given to the rights of children in proceedings such as 

these. It is often said   that children have a right to be heard. Certainly childrenôs views are important and requiring of being given 

ñproper and realistic weightò rather   than token regard. 

It is essential for me to edit this document considerably and I have included only parts of interest. Names will be replaced by titles e.g. grandparents instead of Mr 
& Mrs etc. Where I have left out sections there will be a series of dots. All edited parts are in blue. The full transcript can be read on the website given above left. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/family_ct/2008/1100.html


We Should Write a Book!  
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 This is the old ñOur Personal Pageò. It is very important that readers send in their stories to be  
published on this page to inform others in the community just how different our lives are.  

This page may also contain comments on calls, or answers to queries raised from time to time. 

 

For the purposes of this page, second generation carers or those denied 
access will be referred to as ñgrandparentsò and those who rightfully should 
be raising the children will be referred to as ñparentsò. In some cases the 
carers may be great aunts or uncles, step grandparents or even great-
grandparents etc. This helps to keep the roles of all concerned clear. 
Similarly, all children will be referred to as ñgrandchildrenò. All stories will be 
edited to protect the identification of anyone involved and in keeping with 
available space. Accompanying illustrations are from the public domain and 
are not meant to reflect any party concerned. 

 

This month I am including on this page the response letter 
promised in the editorial as well as the background for the 
letters I want you to use to immediately write letters to your 
local pollies on the Bills currently before Parliament.  
 
First, the response letter I received to a previous article. This is 
most significant as it comes from a grandparent who is raising 
grandchildren . It highlights the need for us all to know each 
others problems and support one another.. 

July 2010  

Grandparents Recognised 

as Carers  

Dear Maree, 
Sorry itôs taken such a long time but this is 
my reply to the tales of woe in your 
newsletter, in particular, the April issue ñThe 
court said what?ò 
It is high time that the courts came down 
hard on the parents who say they will be 
emotionally unsettled by their children having 
contact with the grandparents.  For the court 
to accept that cop-out is to accept emotional 
abuse of the children. It is also a blackmail tactic which should not be 
accepted. 
If the relevant reports favour contact with grandparents but know that 
the parent still objects, these professionals should surely see that the 
parents are the ones in need of intensive therapy. 
These issues are highly emotive and if one party can claim extreme 
disturbance and disruption to family life to stop contact, that party 
should be ordered by the court to undergo counselling and even, in 
some circumstances, psychiatric or psychological treatment. 
The children are the ones most being hurt by this refusal to allow 
contact. In many cases there have been loving relationships between 
grandparents and grandchildren until the divorce or separation tears 
the families apart. Break-ups between adults are hard enough to cope 
with so can we really understand the hurt and bewilderment that these 
children feel? Children are not able to express themselves as 
eloquently as adults and they find it difficult to give full weight to their 
feelings through simple words. 
Some families splinter because of perceived favouritism of one sibling 
by another. Others are torn asunder by behaviours unacceptable to 
some members of the family. As adults, we should all accept the 
responsibility of always doing and acting in the BEST interests of the 
children. To continue to deny contact with the extended family is 
abusing the trust, rights and emotions of these children. 

We can only hope that, in time, the courts will remedy this issue. 

As you know during the last couple of months I have been 

keeping you updated on the proposed recognition of 

Grandparents as carers by the Qôld State Government. 

Rosemary Menkens from the Liberal National Party (LNP) was 

the first to propose such a Bill and she did so in March this 

year. 

Since then the Government, (Labor), has counteracted with an 

amendment to the Carers Act of 2008.  

It all gets VERY political, but to try to put in layman's terms, 

Rosemaryôs Bill calls for a Grandparent Carer Charter and 

a Council which must be considered by ñdecision-makersò. 

They are described as; ña person who is authorised, under an 

Act, statutory instrument or quasi-legislation,ò ...(E.g. policies 

derived for administration of an Act),... ñto make a decision 

that may affect a person or group of persons.ò To me this 

means if you are in a position of being able to make a 

decision which affects a grandparent, or group of 

grandparents, and/or their grandchildren you must consider 

the importance of such a decision (described by the 

Charter) and give the appropriate groups (Incl her proposed 

Grandparent Council) notice in time for them to respond 

with their beliefs regarding the matter. 

Rosemaryôs Bill relates to grandparents who have full -time 

care of their grandchildren and she describes this as ñat 

least 30hrs a week of care and supervision éé.in the 

grandparents home or another place.ò 
 

The Governmentôs amendment Bill puts us under the current 

Carers Charter and in the Carerôs Council which is very similar 

to the Bill Rosemary has drafted, she probably drafted both. 

The difference being it is not specific to grandparents. There 

are other minor differences which I think we can live with but 

one clause concerns me and that is clause 5 which says 

ñComplaints made by carers in relation to 

services that impact on them must be given 

careful considerationò. It does not say that 

they should be given an opportunity to 

respond. 

My major concern with the amendment Bill is 

with its definition of a grandparent as a carer. 

It reads ña grandparent is a carer of his or her 

grandchild ifï é.the grandparent is the primary care-giver and 

decision-maker for the child. 

As many of you know, in most cases where children are placed 

with their grandparents the decision making remains either with 

the parents or the State. I also have made enquiries as to 

whether grandparents acting under informal agreements have 

decision making power in legal terms. 



 

Laughter is the best Medicine  
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The Photographer 
 
His request approved by the Editor, the Cable news Photographer quickly used his cell phone to call 
the local airport and charter a small plane. He was told a small plane would be waiting, warming up at 
the airport. 
Arriving at the airfield he spotted a plane warming up outside the hangar.  He jumped in with his bag 
and shouted, ñLetôs go.ò 
The pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off.   Once in the air the photographer 
instructed the pilot, ñFly over the valley in low passes, so that I can take pictures of the hill fires.ò 
ñWhy?ò asked the pilot. 
ñBecause Iôm the photographer for Cable News and I need close-up shots.ò 

The pilot was strangely silent for a few moments, then finally stammered, ñSo, what you are telling me is that youôre not my Flight Instructor.ò 

THE BLONDE WHO MARRIED A 
CATHOLIC 

On their honeymoon, the blonde bride 
slipped into a sexy nightie and, with 

great anticipation, crawled into bed, only 
to find her new Catholic husband had 

settled down on the couch.  
When she asked him why he was 

apparently not going to make love to 
her, he replied, 'It's Lent'.. 

In tears, she sobbed, 'Well, that is the most ridiculous thing I've 
ever heard!  

Who did you lend it to, and for how long?' 

THE GYNAECOLOGIST WHO 
BECAME A MECHANIC 

 
 A gynaecologist had become fed up with 
malpractice insurance and HMO 
paperwork, and was burned out.  Hoping to 
try another career where skilful hands 
would be beneficial, he decided to become 

a  mechanic. 

 He went to the local technical college, signed up for evening classes, 
attended diligently, and learned all he could.  When the time of the 
practical exam approached, the gynaecologist prepared carefully for 

weeks, and completed the exam with tremendous skill.  

 When the results came back, he was surprised to find that he had 
obtained a score of 150%.  Fearing an error, he called the Instructor, 
saying, "I don't want to appear ungrateful for such an outstanding 

result, but I wonder if 
there is an error in the 
grade?"   The 
instructor said, 

"During the exam, 

you took the engine 
apart perfectly, which 
was worth 50% of the 
total mark. You put the 
engine back together 
again perfectly, which 
is also worth 50% of 
the mark."   .............. 
After a pause, the 
instructor added, "I 
gave you an extra 
50% because you did 
it all through the 
muffler, which I've 
never seen done in 

my entire career". 

Federal Court Ruling from the Sydney Morning 
Herald, Australia 

A seven year old boy was at the centre of a courtroom drama 
yesterday when he challenged a court ruling over who should have 
custody of him. 
 

The boy has a history of being beaten by his 
parents and the judge initially awarded custody 
to his aunt, in keeping with the child custody law 
and regulations requiring that family unity be 
maintained to the degree possible. 
 

The boy surprised the court when he proclaimed 
that his aunt beat him more than his parents and 
he adamantly refused to live with her. When the 
judge  suggested that he live with his 
grandparents, the boy cried out that they  also beat him. 
 

After considering the remainder of the immediate family and learning 
that domestic violence was apparently a way of life among them, the 
judge took  the unprecedented step of allowing the boy to propose 
who should have  custody of him.  
After two recesses to check legal references and confer with child 
welfare officials, the judge granted temporary custody to the NSW 
State of Origin  team, whom the boy firmly believes are not capable of 
beating anyone! 



 

Meeting Notices  
KinKare Groups : 

Beaudesert:  
Place:  Beaucare 44 Tina St 
Day/Time: 4th Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact:  Maree '  3287 1664  
 

Cleveland:  

Place:  Donald Simpson Ctr, 172 Bloomfield St 
Day/Time: 3rd Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maged '  3207 7200 
 

Eagleby:  

Place:  Eagleby Community Ctr, Cowper Ave 
Day/Time: 2nd Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree '  3287 1664 or Danni '  3299 1764 

Inala /Goodna:  
Place:  The Hub, Corsair Ave 
Day/Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree '  3287 1664 
 

Nerang:  

Place:  Nerang Neighbourhood Ctr, Martens St 
Day/Time: 4th Wednesday of the month 12:30pm 
Contact: Marjie '  5527 3034 
 

GAGS Inc  

Place: Energex House , Cnr Wallace Nth & Tallon St 
  Caboolture 
Day/Time: 2nd Wednesday of the month 10:00am 
Contact:  Helen ' (07) 5498 9333  
  8 gagsinc@hotmail.com  

Grandparents as Parents  

Sunshine Coast:  

Place: Comm. Capital Ctr,  Sportsmans Pde, Bokarina 
Day/Time: 2nd Friday 10am-12noon 
Contact:  ' 5437 9499 
 

Indigenous Gõparent Support 

Group:  

Place: Centacare 
Day/Time: Weekly 
Contact: Tess Rowley ' 3252 4371 
 

North Queensland:  

Cairns and District Grandparents 

Support Group:  

Place: Hambledon House Community Ctr, Edmonton 
Day/Time: 1st Wednesday of the month 9:30am 
Contact: John or Janet ' 4055 5161 
 

Grandparents in need of  Support 
(GINOS)  

Contact: Nev ' (07) 4723 3520 
  8 trcota@bigpond.net.au  
 

The Townsville Gõparents Social 

Support Group:  
Place: Dan Gleeson Memorial Gardens 
Day/Time: Last Friday of the month 10:30am-12 noon 
Contact: Nev ' (07) 4723 3520 
 

Gõparents Raising Grandchildren ð

Atherton Tablelands:  

Place: Family Support House, 38 Mabel St 
Day/Time: 1st Tuesday of the month 9:30am-11:30am 
Contact: Nicole or Kirsty ' (07) 4091 3850 

Western Australia:  

Granpower:  

Email: info@granpower.org.au  
Ph 0409 294 231 
 

South Australia:  

Grandparents for Grand-

children SA Inc:  

Ph Denise (08) 8410 6642  
Email: denise.gfgsainc@bigpond.com 

Always room for more!  
Please send in details that you would like 
published on this page. 
 
(To ensure publication, send written information 
to Maree as per the footer contact details.) 
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NEW Inala and 
Goodna united  

July 2010  
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Helpful Contacts  

Tips to Live By  
 
 
 

Seniors Enquiry Line ï 1300 135 500 

This is not just for the old and frail! Ask about the Time for 

Grandparents Programme while you are there. 

Centrelink (Parent or Guardian Line) ï 13 61 50 

www.centrelink.gov.au 

Centrelink social workers know about most of the community 

organisations in the area, not just money matters. 

Please make an appointment. It is worth your while. 

Child Support Agency ï www.csa.gov.au The CSA is a 

Federal Government organisation which helps support 

separated parents ï and grandparents who are primary 

carers ï with the transfer of payments for the benefit 

of their (grand)children. 

Community Legal Centres 

The national website is www.naclc.org.au 

or for Queensland, see www.qails.org.au 

Usually these centres can provide free legal services, 

short of actually representing you. 

Legal Aid ï www.nla.aust.net.au (the national website) 

and Legal Aid Queensland ï 1300 651 188 

www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 

Family Law Court Australia (Queensland) ï 3248 2200 

www.familycourt.gov.au (national website) 

Parentline ï 1300 301 300 

www.parentline.com.au 

This is for all types of parents and you are not excluded! 

Kidsô Help Line ï 1800 551 800 

www.kidshelp.com.au 

This is for your kids. They often need a place to talk privately 

and so far I have had only good reports. 

Commission for Children Young People and Child Guardian 

1800 688 275 

3224 4225 (Queensland office) 

www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au 

Relationships Australia ï 1300 364 277 

www.relationships.com.au 

Donôt forget to look after yourself and your relationships with 

other family members and spouse! 

Crisis Care (Dept Child Safety Queensland after hours) 

 1800 177 135 

3235 9999  

www.childsafety.qld.gov.au 

 

Keep a Diary: 

The diary should include day, date and time of any contact and 

notes regarding the event. This might simply be that you sent a 

birthday card or email. 

For those denied access, there could well come a time when the 

children ask why you were not there when they were growing up. 

As adults, they can see that you wanted to be and tried hard to be 

there for them. For those raising, the day may come that you are 

accused of stopping their parents from seeing them and the above 

applies again. 

In either situation, the diary may well be helpful if ever the mat-

ter does go to a court. 

 

Ask Questions of any Professional: 

No matter if you are speaking to a lawyer, medical person or a 

Child Safety Officer, you are entitled to be fully briefed on their 

role and what they can and canôt do for you as well as their quali-

fications. 

Ask legal people how many grandparent cases like yours they 

have handled and what their success rate is. Ask medical, or simi-

lar, people if they are prepared to sign a report that you can give 

to your solicitor or Child Safety. 

Never attend a Child Safety Meeting without someone else with 

you and make sure you are given a Carer Handbook. In Queen-

sland it is permissible to tape the session as long as you declare 

your intention. 

 

Make an appointment for a Centrelink Social Worker: 

If you need to deal with Centrelink, donôt just do so over the 

phone or even the counter. The social workers are much more 

knowledgeable. Tell them your basic situation at the time of 

making the appointment to give them time to look into the sub-

ject. 

 

Seek Free Legal Opinion first: 
There are many places where you can get free legal opinion other 

than Legal Aid. The Community Legal Centres have nothing to 

gain by misleading you as they are not funded by your wallet. 

 

Look after YOURSELF!!!  

No matter if you are denied access, raising or somewhere in be-

tween, the pressures are huge. Even young grandparents can be 

worn down by the constant anxiety and frustration. 

Your grandchildren need you to be at your best! 

Make sure you attend your doctor regularly and mention your 

situation. It is also very important for you to have someone out-

side the situation to talk freely to.  

This is where support groups are at their best. 

You can talk to others who understand your concerns and may 

even be able to tell you how they coped in a similar situation. 

You will find there are other very good parents who have had the 

same thing happen to their family. 

You will find you are not alone. 

 July 2010  


