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Hello Everyone, Grandparents
Is it cold enough for you? If youangvehortage
of cold weather gear, p , donsat beocit ot~ {0

B e e R Al oG .
me. | have also had someone contact me who car: y Tracey Douglas (Chalr of COGs.)

help you out with food if that is a requirement for ¥@i& Council of Grandparents has been having ong

The Eagleby group is missing their normal me@ﬁ@s_sions with th_e. Dept of Communities aroun_d _tk
due to school holidays and have asked to hRkviding some administrative support towards establishin

anothelunch at the taverms we did at Xmas, withCouncil as a proper advisory and consultative group to
all grandparents and support peoplgited. With the State governm@his could include establishment of

Please contact me ASAP if you can attdulg on our own website with a series of constructive links of vall

16th, the normal meeting day for the Clevelan@Ur grandparents and kin carers as well of use to ser
group.and | will make arrangements with the Tavé¥i@viders assisting them.

Tracey Douglas, from Connect the Coast Inc, A‘MB

lrfdjf;r g?t?clzbf?g;rzittvfr(fnrgmegg%e?;n?gnctas Btﬁ‘ng aside a special day to celebrate grandpagents.
9 ’ hope that you have all visited the site and made y

matters refating to COGs hav_e progressed & r?mentsThis is a serious observance in many countries v
breakneck speed and | apologise for a coupI%

. . . 2Lial songs and even a special flower, thadnogein
Q}%?t'?}gficlehad to miss to attend meetings Ca"e[ffea%SA children are encouraged to make special cards as

n at mail. 1 informed b tf?ﬁr their grandparents and the grandparents in turn
a separate emai, ormed you abou é%ouraged to be part of special events with their grandchi

consultation (érandpar_ents Day trgly hope you t8 (t:elebrate the day.
have responded to this consultation as we need 10

show authorities the strength of numbers we hlgve.
This relates to potential voters and that is WHAL
politicians need to know. It will be open until EIH
12th. 0

of importance is the interest by the State governme

of the support by the Department may also include
rtunity to hold a third Congress for Grandparent:
ember this year once again in New/¥amill keep you

posted on time and place for this should it be funded tc

The contact details are: head. The C i h readv b di . :
www.getinvolved.gld.goerd2h 1300 132 654 ahead. € Louncil has aready been diScussing possi
speakers and focuses for the Congress.

I am currently working on a paper to assist you to

write to your local membee the two Bills before A change of leadership in Canberra has everyone talking
Parliament calling for recognition of grandpargffnent and we will be watching to see how our new P
raising grandchildren as carers. There have b@ffister takes up the challefipe. Council has been taking

further developments on this issue since the dagf in the working party established by various seniors' g
newsletter and | have included an article to bringyQliscuss issues of importance to them in a future Fec
up to speed on it all. election so | guess that may have to be brought further

This month we have our firstifettesponse to an  actions with us perhaps going to the polls sooner
articlethat can be published as such. This is a paRréFiously thought.

our newsletter which | am keen to foster. Anonymity

can be organised if needed. August brings with it Seniors' Week and there will be a |
events happening around the State for our older
embers.Some events have an intergenerational focus so t:
those grandchildren along to share the time with you.

Happy reading,
Maree
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From www.austlii.edu.au This article is for interest onl

[2008] FMCAfam 1091 >~The Court said What?? 3 and has been edited

It is essential for me to edit this document considerably and | have included only parts of interest. Ndiptgtesik logreeplpeeshinstead of Mr
& Mrs etc. Where | have left out sections there will be a series of dots. All edited parsateramscript can be read on the website given above lef

ORDERS

(1) The mother deliver up the children [X] born in 1998, [Y] born in 2000 and [Z] born in 2004 to the applicant matern:
grandparents by 17 October 2008.

(2) Thereafter the aforesaid children live with the maternal grandparents, who shall be responsible for making all rtejor long
decisions in respect of the aforesaid children.

(3) The mother spend time with the children as follogvs:

REASONS FOR JUDGMENT

These proceedings concern three generations of the one family. That family is now hopelessly and perhaps irremediat#{g divide!
a result, this is a difficult and sad case, which presents no ready or obvious solution. Whatever is the outcomepriomdhisic
for the children concerned.it he applicantso ar e t.h[¥] . [ZR.t; e ramadl. TheDnatherdoptiaesee n t
childrenis the daughter of the applicarésThe father of [X] and [Y] isMr M é The father of [Z] is Mr B Until recently, he was
serving a prison senteneel her e i s di sagreement about the father of [ D]
mother is pregnant claiming the child to be that of Mr S.

It is the applicantsé position that, over many year he t |
necessary responsibilities entailed in caring for childremaf ages particularly in ensuring that they are kept clean, attend school
regularly, are properly housed and kept safe from harm. Above all, that the children are loved and properly supportaetfyemotion
The applicants say, they have been closely involved in parentthgm since... their respective births.. Over the yearsthe
grandparentsay their home has become a familiar haven for the children, in which they have felt secure and loved.

From the grandparents 06 perspective, the motherds decis
antisocial and so a menace to children, was the | apagntingt r &
of the children...and believed they would be negligent grandparents if they did not intervene

The mot her. arguesdtovauidse & draconian step indeed for the court to remove the children from the mother wh
although perhaps emotionally needy and prone at times to make poor decisions, has nonetheless been a constant presence
childrends |ives to date. I't is undoubtedly t he c d@hmsneheit hat
maternal grandparents , a situation which is mandated by a current interim parenting order made on 27 September 2007.

Inhissubmi ssi on, a change afrangemehtg.colil dd meh s dreepiedhe nthiealdi vi
also ensure that [X], [Y] and [Z] have no relationship with [D] and their soon to be born half sibling, which in thedomgamninot
be said to be in the best interests of any of the children concerned.

Given its previous involvement with the family concerned and the allegatiomaised against the motherthe Court issued an
invitation to the Minister for Families and Communities to intervene in these proceedings. The Minister declined thig invitat
However, ... the Court made a further ordetrequiring the Department to provide it with any notifications regarding abuse
allegations pertaining to the childregssessments arising from the investigatieand any....findings or reports relating to the
investigation of such notification As a result.. the Department provided a brief report regarding its involvement with the family.
This report indicated that Families SA had received 12 child protection notificatlargarticular,.. that Mr H, who was described
as the motheroés partner, had f#Acut othefmothdash dh d¢ rhee ddehti d dirriemn
was reportedly on bail in respect of charges of unlawful sexual intercourse with a child under the age of 12.

The main basis of the grandparents case rests on the provisions of section 60CC(2)(b) of the Family Law Act whitte directs
court, in considering a childbébs best interest s logdaldarh a v e
from being subjected to, or exposed to, abuse or negl ec

The applicable legislation requires me to consider any views expressed by the children concerned and any factorsaffieicth may
the weight to be given to those views, such as tohviewsc hi
rather than wishes. The latter is a more concrete concept; the former is more addressed to perceptions and feelings.
Accordingly, a child is not required to make a decision about what is the appropriate outcome for him or her in tlae gastcu
Nor is he or she required to express an explicit wish as to which parent or other significant person he or shevevavits to |

spend time with. However, it seems that the court kelysobe e q:
best for him or her. Very often these perceptions will be ambivalent and difficult to express or quantify. This is aghasiculith
younger children. This does not mean that a childds view
To the contrary, over time, there has been an increase in the judicial regard given to the rights of children in gracgedisg
t hese. It is often said that children have a riepnhpdiven o
fiproper and realistic weighto rather than token regard.

Page 2 of 6


http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/family_ct/2008/1100.html

Monthly News July 2010

We Should Wirite a Book! %}i

W

This is the old AOur Personal i s
published on this page to inform others in the community just how different ourlives are.

This page may also contain comments on calls, or answers to queries raised from time to time.

For the purposes of this page, second generation carers or those denied

access will be referred to asblquplgpeadretﬁotsageﬁcpa ﬁ|ese\do Irnig

be raising the children wil!l entso

carers may be great aunts or uncles, step grandparents or-even great

grandparents etc. This helps to keep the roles of all concerned clear. aS Carers

Similarly, al | children wild.l be referred to as fAgrandchildreno

edited to protect the identification of anyone involved and in keepipg Wi know during the last couple of months | have been
available space. Accompanying illustrations are from the public don]@érélgmb you updated on the proposed recognition of
are not meant to reflect any party concerned. Grandparents as carers by the

This month | am including on this page the response lett8psemary Menkens from the Liberal National Party (LNP) was

promised in the editorial as well as the background for tiee first to propose such a Bill and she did so in March this

letters | want you to use to immediately write letters to yoléﬁar- hen the G Labor). h 4 with
local pollies on the Bills currently before Parliament. Ince then the Government, (Labor), has counteracted with an
amendment to the Carers Act of 2008.

. . . . Il gets VERY political, but to try to put in layman's terms,
First, the response letter | received to a previous artlcle.:i' |ssq% ma r ycalsfor &rahdparent Carer Charter and
most significant as it comes from a grandparent who is gaisighcil whi ch must be c o nansa kdeerrsed
grandchildren Dt hlghllghts the need for us all to knOV\TI'Qa@hy ar e described as; ia pe.l
others problems and support one another.. Act, statutory instrument or quasie gi sl ati on, 0

derived for admi ni stration

Dear Maree, that may affect a person or
Sorry itos taken nme&dn8'B yolk Hré in & Pdsifion bf Deing able to make a
my reply to the tales of woe in decision which affects a grandparent, or group of

newsletter, in par h grandpBrénts,! andlostifeid grandtHildtedh you must consider

court said what?o0 the importance of such a decision (described by the
It is high time that the courts came d\== / Charter) and give the appropriate groups (Incl her proposed
hard on the parents who say they W(G&S>) / Grandparent Council) notice in time for themraspond
emotionally unsettled by their children h with their beliefs regarding the matter.

contact with the grandparents. For the bes Rosemaryo6s Bill rel atfidldgimet o
to accept that eopt is to accept emotional . _ care of their grandchildren and she describes thidias t
abuse of the children. It is also a blackmail tactic which should ngtde t 30hrs a week of car e
accepted. randparents home or another

If the relevant reports favour contact with grandparents but kn%w that

the parent still objects, these professionals should surely see thee@e ver nment 6 s aputs usdimler the curgent! |
parents are the ones in need of intensive therapy. Carers Charter and in the Car
These issues are highly emotive and if one party can claim errtieBill Rosemary has drafted, she probably drafted both.
disturbance and disruption to family life to stop contact, thal lpadifference being it is not specific to grandparentsThere
should be ordered by the court to undergo counselling and exenother minor differences which | think we can live with but
some circumstances, psychiatric or psychological treatment. one clause concerns me and that is clause 5 which says
The children are the ones most being hurt by this refusal tdidlevmp | ai nt s made by__car S
contact. In many cases there have been loving relationships begvwéegs that impact on them must be gi\ llﬁl[ﬂl
grandparents and grandchildren until the divorce or separation geare f u | c oltndsds that say that
the families apart. Brepk between adults are hard enough to cdpey should be given an opportunity to
with so can we really understand the hurt and bewilderment tha¢shesel

children feel? Children are not able to express themselvdty sjor concern with the amendment Bill [&
eloquently as adults and they find it difficult to give full weightwadthhitgrdefinition of a grandparent as a care
feelings through simple words. 't reads A a cagerohhisdphar a
Some families splinter because of perceived favouritism of onegsiblitafpild if € . t he gr andpar e ndiverarsl t h
by another. Others are torn asunder by behaviours unacceptadtésionmaker for the child.

some members of the family. As adults, we should all accefs theny of you know, in most cases where children are placed
responsibility of always doing and acting in the BEST interestwith their grandparents the decision making remains either with
children. To continue to deny contact with the extended fathidy parents or the State. | also have made enquiries as to
abusing the trust, rights and emotions of these children. whether grandparents acting under informal agreements have
We can only hope that, in time, the courts will remedy this issuélecision making power in legal terms.
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Laughter is the best Medicine

Federal Court Ruling from the Sydney MornifgiE GYNAECOLOGIST WH"
Herald, Australia BECAME A MECHANIC,,

A seven year old boy was at the centre of a courtroom drama
yesterday whdve challenged a court ruling over who should haygnaecologist had become fed up
custody of him. malpractice insurance and HMO

The boy has a history of being beaten by FM paperwork, and was burnedHning to

parents and the judge iniialgrded custod try another career where skilful hands

and regulations requiring that family uni a mechanic.
maintained to the degree possible. =

He went to the local technical college, signed up for evening clas:
attended diligently, and learned all he\Wbeld the time of the
practical exam approached, the gynaecologist prepared carefully
weeks, and completed the exam with tremendous skill.

The boy surprised the court when he proz.
that his aunt beat him rttwaa his parents al

he adamantly refused to live with her. When thS
judge suggested that he live with his

grandparents, the boy cried out thatltloelyeat him. ) i
When the results came back, he was surprised to find that he hac

After considering the remainder of the immediate family and EMR@ a score of 156%aring an error, he called the Instructor,
thatdomestic violence was apparently a way of life among thegyife I don't want to appear ungrateful for such an outstanding
judge tookthe unprecedented step of allowing the boy to propose result, but | wonder if
who should haweistody of him. there is an error in the
After two recesses to check legal references and confer wi " grade?"The
welfareofficials, the judge granted temporary custody to the[\W°° you Know instructor said,

1ol R . hat I fear most
State of Origiteam, whom the boy firmly believes are not capa 01‘”;bouT jromn w_
beating anyone! 9! | During the exam,

you took the engine
apart perfectly, which
was worth 50% of the
total mark. You put the
engine back together
again perfectly, which
is also worth 50% of
the mark.".............
After a pause, the
instructor added, "I
gave you an extra
50% because you did
it all through the
muffler, which I've
never seen done in
my entire career".

THE BLONDE WHO MARRIED A
CATHOLIC

On their honeymoon, the blonde brid

slipped into a sexy nightie and, with

great anticipati@nawled into bed, only

to find her new Catholic husband ha

settled down on the couch.

When she asked him why he was

apparently not goingheke love to
herhe replied, 'It's Lent'..

In tears, she sobb&uell, that is the most ridiculous thing

ever heard!
Who did you lend it to, and for how long?'

— N
- -~

The Photographer

call

His request approved by the Editor, the Cable news Photographer quickly used his cell phone to
i at

the local airport and charter a small plane. He was told a small plane would be waiti
the airport.

Arriving at the airfield he spotted a plane warming up outside the hangar. He jumped
and shouted, fiLetds go. o0
The pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off. Once in the air the phot
instructed the pilot, fAFly over the val@y

bag

oOow passes,

AWhy?0 asked the pilot.
fiBecause | d6m the photogrwmphsehotforo Cabl e News and | need c
The pilot was strangely silent for a few momeFghst, Itrhsetnr Ud
Chair & A/ Sec c Mar ee Lubach 15 "' MD7T)©B28T 16648 mMbacM@optusnhat.cénmkau Q06 |
Treasurer : Bevin Pope 4 Hi Il I si de Dv e, Dai syh

KinKare is auspiced by Connect the Coast Assoc. Inc
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KinKare

KinKare Groups

Beaudesert:

Place: Beaucare 44 Tina St
Day/Time: 4th Friday of the month 10:30am
Contact: Maree 3287 1664

Cleveland:

Place: Donald Simpson Ctr, 172 Bloomfield St
Day/Time: 3rd Friday of the month 10:30am

Contact: Maged 3207 7200
Eagleby:
Place: Eagleby Community Ctr, Cowper Ave

Day/Time: 2nd Friday of the month 10:30am
Contact: Mareé 3287 1664 or Dahni3299 1764

NEW Inala ang

Goodna uniteq

Inala /Goodna:

Place: The Hub, Corsair Ave
Day/Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month 10:30am

Contact: Maree 3287 1664
Nerang:
Place: Nerang Neighbourhood Ctr, Martens St

Day/Time: 4th Wednesday of the month 12:30pm
Contact: Marjié 5527 3034

GAGS Inc

Place:
Caboolture
Day/Time: 2nd Wednesday of the month 10:00am
Contact: Heled (07) 5498 9333
8 gagsinc@hotmail.com

Western Australia;

Granpower:
Email: info@granpower.org.au
Ph 0409 294 231

Grandparents
children SA Inc:

Monthly News

Meeting Notices

Energex House , Cnr Wallace Nth & TaIIS-'?’x@tp arents

South Australia:

Ph Denise (08) 8410 6642
Email: denise.gfgsainc@bigpond

July 2010

Grandparents as Parents
Sunshine Coast:

Place: Comm. Capital Ctr, Sportsmans Pde, Bokari
Day/Time: 2nd Friday 10at2noon
Contact: ' 5437 9499
|l ndi genous GOoparent
Group:
Place: Centacare
Day/Time: Weekly
Contact: Tess Rowley 3252 4371

North Queensland:
Cairns and District Grandparents

Support Group:
Place: Hambledon House Community Ctr, Edmonto
Day/Time: 1st Wednesday of the month 9:30am
Contact: John or Janet 4055 5161

Grandparents in need of Support
(GINOS)

Contact: Nev (07) 4723 3520
8 trcota@bigpond.net.au
The Townsville Gdpare
Support Group:
Place: Dan Gleeson Memorial Gardens

Day/Time: Last Friday of the month 10:3@amoon

Contact: Nev (07) 4723 3520

Rai si Gr a
Atherton Tablelands:

Place: Family Support House, 38 Mabel St

Day/Time: 1st Tuesday of the month 9:3Qa80am

Contact: Nicole or Kirsty (07) 4091 3850

ng

Always room for more!

for Grand- Please send in details that you would like
. published on this page.
(To ensure publication, send written information

to Maree as per the footer contact details.)
.com
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Tips to Live By
Helpful Contacts
Seniors Enquiry LineT 1300 135 500 Keep a Diary:

This is not just for the old and frail! Ask about thiene for
Grandparents Programmewhile you are there.

Centrelink (Parent or Guardian Line) 7 13 61 50
www.centrelink.gov.au

The diary should include day, date and time of any contact and
notes regarding the event. This might simply be that you sent a
birthday card or email.

For those denied access, there could well come a time when the

Centrelink social workers know about most of the communitychildren ask why you were not there when they were growing up.

organisations in the area, not just money matters.
Please make an appointmentt is worth your while.

Child Support Agencyi www.csa.gov.au The CSAis a
Federal Government organisation which helps support
separated parenitsand grandparents who are primary
carers’ with the transfer of payments for the benefit

of their (grand)children.

Community Legal Centres

The national website isww.naclc.org.au

or for Queensland, seevw.qails.org.au

Usually these centres can provide free legal services,
short of actually representing you.

Legal Aid i www.nla.aust.net.a(the national website)
andLegal Aid Queenslandi 1300 651 188
www.legalaid.qld.gov.au

Family Law Court Australia (Queensland)i 3248 2200
www.familycourt.gov.aynational website)

Parentline 1300 301 300
www.parentline.com.au
This is for all types of parents and you are not excluded!

Ki ds 6 Hé&18p0551i800e
www.kidshelp.com.au

This is for your kids. They often need a place to talk privately

and so far | have had only good reports.

As adults, they can see that you wanted to be and tried hard to be
there for them. For those raising, the day may come that you are
accused of stopping their parents from seeing them and the above
applies again.

In either situation, the diary may well be helpful if ever the mat-
ter does go to a court.

Ask Questions of any Professional:

No matter if you are speaking to a lawyer, medical person or a
Child Safety Officer, you are entitled to be fully briefed on their
role and what they can and can
fications.

Ask legal people how many grandparent cases like yours they
have handled and what their success rate is. Ask medical, or simi-
lar, people if they are prepared to sign a report that you can give
to your solicitor or Child Safety.

Never attend a Child Safety Meeting without someone else with
you and make sure you are given a Carer Handbook. In Queen-
sland it is permissible to tape the session as long as you declare
your intention.

Make an appointment for a Centrelink Social Worker:

| f you need to deal with Cent
phone or even the counter. The social workers are much more
knowledgeable. Tell them your basic situation at the time of
making the appointment to give them time to look into the sub-
ject.

Seek Free Legal Opinion first:

There are many places where you can get free legal opinion other
than Legal Aid. The Community Legal Centres have nothing to
gain by misleading you as they are not funded by your wallet.

Commission for Children Young People and Child Guardian | ,ok after YOURSELF!!!

1800 688 275
3224 4225 (Queensland office)
www.ccypcg.gld.gov.au

Relationships Australiai 1300 364 277
www.relationships.com.au

Donét forget to | ook
other family members and spouse!

Crisis Care (Dept Child Safety Queensland after hours)
1800 177 135

32359999

www.childsafety.qld.gov.au

after

No matter if you are denied access, raising or somewhere in be-
tween, the pressures are huge. Even young grandparents can b
worn down by the constant anxiety and frustration.

Your grandchildren need you to be at your best!
Make sure you attend your doctor regularly and mention your
situation. It is also very important for you to have someone out-
Side the skuatiorf to talkfrdelyyoo ur  r el ati onshi j
This is where support groups are at their best.
You can talk to others who understand your concerns and may
even be able to tell you how they coped in a similar situation.
You will find there are other very good parents who have had the
same thing happen to their family.

You will find you are not alone
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