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Happy New Year to all! 
 
Welcome back for 2010. I hope your holiday 
festivities went well. 
This year we are finally able to bring you the 
new look newsletter and would love your feed-
back. 
 
Last December we had a combined group 
Christmas lunch and invited other groups in the 
area as well. This was probably the most suc-
cessful social function for some time.  
 
This year I am putting out an SOS for assistance 
as there is just so much happening for grandpar-
ents. Details are included in the article about our 
new look. 
 
Nomination forms (for the National Body 
steering committee) have gone out. Please 
make sure you have received yours or download 
it from the KinKare website. Applications are due 
at the end of March and must follow the guide-
lines in the information pages. 
 
Community Cabinet in North Queensland  
Deputation request forms are available from: 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet  
telephone 1800 448 377 or 1800 448 378 
Online at www.thepremier.qld.gov.au 
Requests can be: emailed to 

communitycabinet@premiers.qld.gov.au 

faxed to 07 3224 6640 

posted to Linda Paton, Cabinet Services, 
PO Box 15185, CITY EAST QLD 4002. 

 
For further information about deputations please 
call Community Cabinet Coordinator 
Linda Paton on 1800 448 377 or 1800 448 378. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COGs  is already back at work plan-
ning new initiatives for this 

year with their first meeting on February 1st. Conference 
has led to exciting new opportunities. 
 
Many of you have asked if they are planning another confer-
ence like last yearôs. The answer is not at this stage. It takes 
12 months to organize such a major event and probably 
much longer to get over it! However, there are many other  
outcomes to be addressed. 
 
For those of you who are new to our newsletter, COGs is a 
council which brings together as many organizations as 
possible working on gaining benefits for, and promoting 
awareness of, grandparents and relative carers. 
 
These organizations include government departments and 
agencies, NGOs and grandparent support groups. Obvi-
ously, the more who participate the stronger and more pro-
ductive the Council will become. If you would like to be part 
of it, please contact Tracey Douglas for details.  
('  07 5596 5523 or 8 tadcom@austarnet.com.au ) 
 
Conference also brought together huge amounts of re-
sources and useful information for grandparents and 
supporters alike. COGs is preparing a report on all this, but 
as you can imagine given the quantity of information, it is 
still in the process of being collated and reduced to a practi-
cal sized document for distribution.  
 
Please bear with us in this regard and as soon as it is re-
leased, details will be published in this newsletter. 
 
COGs meets on the 1st Monday of each month and is 
chaired by Tracey Douglas. 

COGs  

Council of   

Grandparents  

http://www.thepremier.qld.gov.au/
mailto:communitycabinet@premiers.qld.gov.au
mailto:tadcom@austarnet.com.au
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A New Look for a New Decade  
 

I know some dispute when the new decade really starts 
but I feel that for our newsletter and us; it is starting 
this year. 
 

Along with the new look for our newsletter comes some new 
concepts and organization that we have to embrace in or-
der to keep moving forward.  
 

The National Body will be born during this year and it 
brings with it some other new organizational ideas. It will 
nurture the idea of state bodies for grandparents for a 
start. In Queensland we are lucky to already be well on the 
way with COGs. However, COGs needs to be better sup-
ported by grandparent groups. 
 

The National Body will also bring its own problems in its in-
fancy and it too will need to be supported by leaders who 
have been working in the field for some time. We have 
worked long and hard to see this body formed and must not 
let trivial matters, or people with less understanding and 
commitment, sway us from ensuring it reaches its full poten-
tial. 
 

Make no mistake, there are detractors, who for their own 
purposes, will try to move 
mountains to impede the 
development of this body.  

At this point in time, I have 
seen little evidence that 
those leaders who have 
been around a while will 
succumb to their efforts to  
ñdivide and conquerò or in any other way weaken the re-
solve. 
 

The National Body will mean a greater workload is placed 
on all group leaders. The grandparents who make up the 
groups are therefore going to have to step up to the mark 
and help out. It is all about grandparents working to help 
other grandparents. 
 

From what I saw at conference, I believe grandparents un-
derstand that. The number of offers to commit quite amazed 
me. We have a lot to be grateful to Tracey for in her deter-
mination to increase grandparent attendance at confer-
ences. I believe that this has set a new standard which 
will be hard to back away from. 
 

In our dreams, the new National Body will organize confer-
ences and the question of the cost of grandparent participa-
tion will not even be considered. 

Our New Look Newsletter  
 

Over the break, I was able to spend some time setting up 
master pages and all sorts of things to get this underway. 
There is still much to learn and you will notice I have tried to 
experiment in this 
edition. Some things 
worked and others 
didnôt. 
The most obvious 
new feature is that 
we have now gone to six pages, made possible by distribut-
ing in PDF which is a smaller download. This means more 
articles have to be written or updated and consequently 
more input from readers is required. Hopefully though, it 
also means a more informative publication for readers. 
 

By far the most popular article seems to be the laughter 
page. Unfortunately it used to share a page with readers 
stories and, in past editions, that column was not well sup-
ported. 
 

Despite this, I am under great pressure to produce òcase 
studiesó and will therefore throw my self at your mercy to 
assist in this. It really is important to show the general 
community and politicians what grandparents face as they 
do not understand at all. 
 

All stories will be carefully edited to ensure no slip ups 
are made which could identify the situation, or those in-
volved, to government agencies or even other family mem-
bers and friends. Similarities, however, with other stories will 
be quite common. It was only last year that a story was pub-
lished which even my closest friends thought was mine, but 
it wasnôt. This cannot be avoided. 
 

Along with the new look newsletter, I have spent a great 
deal of time updating information including the distribu-
tion list. It would be appreciated if you kept us informed of 
any changes of contact details or amendments needed. This 
year we will have to be very strict about deleting readers 
whose newsletters are returned. 
 

Good news stories are also wanted and accompanying 
photos can be included as all readers will receive colour 
printed copies and the problems of photocopying are behind 
us. 
 

If you are able to help out; researchers, social coordinators 
and other assistants are always required. I would also like to 
thank those grandparents who have already stepped up to 
the mark and taken on roles within Kinkare this year. 



We Should Write a Book!  

 

 

Chair & A/Sec :Maree Lubach  15 Mimi Crt, Mt Warren Pk, Qôld 4207  '  ( 0 7 )  3 2 8 7  1 6 6 4   8  m l u b a c h @ o p t u s n e t . c o m . a u 
Treasurer: Bevin Pope  4 Hillside Dve, Daisyhill, Qôld 4127 

K i n K a r e  i s  a u s p i c e d  b y  C o n n e c t  t h e  C o a s t  A s s o c .  I n c 

 Page 3 of 6  

KinKare      Monthly News      

 

 

All stories will be edited to protect the identification of anyone involved 
and in keeping with available space. Accompanying illustrations are from 

the public domain and are not meant to reflect any party concerned. 
 

The following story is typical of stories I hear everyday 
from grandparents denied access to grandchildren. 
 

I am in the last half of my fifties and am denied access to a 
7yo grandson and a 3yo granddaughter. These are my 
daughterôs children and they live quite close to me. 
For 5 years, I was one of the main carers of my grandson 
and we were very close. To the point where when he had to 
have several operations, I was the one with him. 
We shared all kinds of fun activities and I even taught him to 
ride his bike. 
I was ill at the time of the birth of my granddaughter which is 
when I helped my daughter into a larger house so I could 
have a smaller one which suited me as well. 
Events came to light which made me realize these arrange-
ments had left my name off the ownership of both houses 
and I had to stop the possible sale of either until it was 
sorted. This seems to have been the beginning of my wor-
ries and my ex-husband is very close now to my daughter. 
I am now considered an outcast and my opportunities to see 
my grandchildren  have been reduced to almost nothing. 
I do not understand this as I have never put my grandchil-
dren in danger in any way although I see their parents being 
lax about seatbelts etc. 
I have tried every avenue I know to see my grandchildren 
and I have been told my grandson is so upset counselling 
had to be sought. 
My daughter knows the buttons to push to hurt me, but I 
cannot understand how she can hurt her own children like 
this. 
I donôt know if the cards and gifts I send ever get to them or 
if they know how very much I love them. My grandson has 
said he will be able to see me when he is 18 yo. 
I know I am a good grandparent  and that I have a vital role 
to play in their upbringing. Why is it that parents can decide 
you canôt see the grandchildren? What are these parents 
telling their children? What are they doing to them? 
I just want to go to school for grandparents day and be part 
of their lives and them to be part of  mine. 
I am not asking to have a relationship with my daughter, but 
surely the children should not be punished because she is 
angry with me. 

This is the old ñOur Personal Pageò. It is very important that readers send in their stories to be  
published on this page to inform others in the community just how different our lives are.  

This page may also contain comments on calls, or answers to queries raised from time to time. 

For the purposes of this page, second generation carers or those denied 
access will be referred to as ògrandparentsó and those who rightfully 
should be raising the children will be referred to as òparentsó. In some 

cases the carers may be great aunts or uncles, step grandparents or even 
great-grandparents etc. This helps to keep the roles of all concerned clear.  

Similarly, all children will be referred to as ògrandchildrenó. 

 
Department Issues 

At the end of last year, I and several others working with 
grandparents raising through the Dept., noticed a big in-
crease in the number of reunifications being processed. It 
has long been a belief of the Dept. that reunification is the 
only way to go. Of course we all believe, that, in a perfect 
world, the ideal is for children to be raised by their parents. 
 

However, we do not live in a perfect world.  
 
Reunification lessens the workload of Departmental workers 
struggling to cope with enormously unrealistic case loads 
and also saves the government money in foster carer pay-
ments. It does NOT mean the best interests of the child ñare 
paramountò. 
 
In a similar vein, over the break, I seem to have had a pre-
dominance of callers who have had children in their care 
with the knowledge of the Dept, but not ñplacedò. 
 
Again I hear ñthe children are not in need of protectionò be-
cause they are living with responsible grandparents. BUT 
the grandparents are facing huge financial difficulties 
without the foster carer allowance. 
 
If they mention the idea of putting the grandchildren into 
care, they are told they would possibly not be the carers as 
they have given up the children. CATCH 22! What are they 
supposed to do? 
 
One grandparent I spoke to explained how she was assist-
ing the mother to take on her parenting role, but the Dept 
insisted the mother leave her house as she was not a com-
petent parent. Mum went to live on the streets for a while 
and Grandma was left with 2 children to rear on a pension. 
 
Am I really expected to believe that this is in the ñbest inter-
ests of the childò?.Well I donõt, canõt, and donôt think any 
one else could either! 

February 2010  



Laughter is the best Medicine  
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T h e  P e r f e c t  C h r i s t m a s  T r e e 
 
Two blondes decided that this Christmas they wanted to cut 
down their own Christmas tree. So they drove two hours into 
the country and walked deep into the woods to find the per-
fect Christmas tree. They had planned the trip well, espe-
cially considering that they were blond. They were dressed 
warmly with boots, warm coats and hats. They had a chain 
saw, hatchet, a bag to protect the tree and rope to drag it 
back to their car. Every detail was covered. 
 
They searched and searched. They 
had gone to all this trouble, nothing 
but the prefect tree would do. 
They searched for hours through 
knee deep snow and biting wind. 
Finally, five hours later with the sun 
beginning to go down, one blonde 
says to the other, "I can't take this anymore. I give up! There 
are hundreds of beautiful trees out here. Let's just pick one 
whether it's decorated or not!" 

  

 

Four older ladies are sitting around playing bridge. 
The first lady says, "You know girls, I have known you 
all a long time and there is something I must get off 
my chest. I am a kleptomaniac. But, don't worry, I 
have never stolen from you and I never will; we have 
been friends for too long."  
The second lady says, "Well, since we are having true 
confessions here, I must get something off my chest 
too. I am a nymphomaniac. But don't worry, I have not 
hit on your husbands. They don't interest me and 
never will; we have been friends for too long."  
 
Well," says the third lady, "I, too, must confess some-
thing. I am a lesbian. But do not worry, I will not hit on 
you. You are not my type. We have been friends too 
long for me to ruin our friendship."  

The fourth lady stands up, says, "I have a confession 
to make also. I am an uncontrollable gossip, and I 
have some phone calls to make!"  

 

It was a romantic full moon when  
Pedro said,  
"Hey, mamacita, let's do Weeweechu." 

 

"Oh no, not now, let's look at the moon!" , said Rosita. 
 

"Oh, c'mon baby, let's you and I do Weeweechu. I love you 
and it's the perfect time," Pedro begged. 
 

"But I wanna just hold your hand and watch the moon." , 
replied Rosita. 
 

 "Please, corazoncito, just once, do Weeweechu with me." 
 

Rosita looked at Pedro and said, "OK, one time, we'll do 
Weeweechu." 
 

Pedro grabbed his guitar and they both sang..... 
 

"Weeweechu a Merry Christmas, Weeweechu a Merry 
Christmas, Weeweechu a Merry Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year." 
 

A man walked into the produce section of his local Wool-
worths Supermarket and asked to buy a half head of lettuce 
The boy working in that department told him that they only 
sold whole heads of lettuce. The man was insistent that the 
boy ask the manager about the matter. 
Walking into the back room, the boy said to the manager, 
"Some old bloke wants to buy a half a head of lettuce." As 
he finished his sentence, he turned around to find that the 
man was standing right behind him, so he quickly added, 
"And this gentleman kindly offered to buy the other half." 
The manager approved the deal and the man went on his 
way. Later, the manager said to the boy, "I was impressed 
with the way you got yourself out of that situation earlier. We 
like people who can think on their feet here. 
Where are you from son?" 
"New Zealand, sir," the boy replied. 
"Why did you leave New Zealand?" the manager asked. 
The boy said, "Sir, there's nothing but whores and rugby 
players there." 
"Is that right?" replied the manager. "My wife is from New 
Zealand!" 
"Really?" replied the boy. "Who did she play for?" 



 

Meeting Notices  
KinKare Groups : 

Beaudesert:  
Place: Beaucare 44 Tina St 
Day/Time: 4th Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact:  Maree ' 3287 1664  
 

Cleveland:  

Place: Donald Simpson Ctr, 172 Bloomfield St 
Day/Time: 3rd Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maged ' 3207 7200 
 

Eagleby:  

Place: Eagleby Community Ctr, Cowper Ave 
Day/Time: 2nd Friday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree ' 3287 1664 or Danni ' 3299 1764 
 

Goodna:  
Place: Neighbourhood House, 33 Queens St 
Day/Time: 3rd Monday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree ' 3287 1664 
 

Inala:  
Place: The Hub, Corsair Ave 
Day/Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month 10:30am 
Contact: Maree ' 3287 1664 
 

Nerang:  

Place: Nerang Neighbourhood Ctr, Martens St 
Day/Time: 4th Wednesday of the month 12:30pm 
Contact: Marjie ' 5527 3034 
 
The Sunshine Coast group now meets with Grandpar-
ents as Parents. Please see their listing. 

 

 

Grandparents as Parents  

Sunshine Coast:  

Place: Comm. Capital Ctr,  Sportsmans Pde, Bokarina 
Day/Time: 2nd Friday 10am-12noon 
Contact: Sharon ' 5437 9499 
 

Indigenous Gõparent Support 

Group:  

Place: Centrecare 
Day/Time: Weekly 
Contact: Tess Rowley ' 3252 4371 
 

North Queensland:  

Cairns and District Grandparents 

Support Group:  

Place: Hambledon House Community Ctr, Edmonton 
Day/Time: 1st Wednesday of the month 9:30am 
Contact: John or Janet ' 4055 5161 
 

Grandparents in need of  Support 
(GINOS)  

Contact: Nev ' (07) 4723 3520 
  trcota@bigpond.net.au 
 

The Townsville Gõparents Social 

Support Group:  
Place: Dan Gleeson Memorial Gardens 
Day/Time: Last Friday of the month 10:30am-12 noon 
Contact: Nev ' (07) 4723 3520 
 

Gõparents Raising Grandchildren ð

Atherton Tablelands:  

Place: Family Support House, 38 Mabel St 
Day/Time: 1st Tuesday of the month 9:30am-11:30am 
Contact: Nicole or Kirsty ' (07) 4091 3850 

Western Australia:  

Granpower:  

Email: info@granpower.org.au  
Ph 0409 294 231 
 

South Australia:  

Grandparents for Grand-

children SA Inc:  

Ph Denise (08) 8410 6642  
Email: denise.gfgsainc@bigpond.com 

Always room for more!  
Please send in details that you would like 
published on this page. 
 
(To ensure publication, send written information 
to Maree as per the footer contact details.) 
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Helpful Contacts  

Tips to Live By  
 
 
 

Seniors Enquiry Line �± 1300 135 500 

This is not just for the old and frail! Ask about the Time for 

Grandparents Programme while you are there. 

Centrelink (Parent or Guardian Line) �± 13 61 50 

www.centrelink.gov.au 

Centrelink social workers know about most of the community 

organisations in the area, not just money matters. 

Please make an appointment. It is worth your while. 

Child Support Agency �± www.csa.gov.au The CSA is a 

Federal Government organisation which helps support 

separated parents �± and grandparents who are primary 

carers �± with the transfer of payments for the benefit 

of their (grand)children. 

Community Legal Centres 

The national website is www.naclc.org.au 

or for Queensland, see www.qails.org.au 

Usually these centres can provide free legal services, 

short of actually representing you. 

Legal Aid �± www.nla.aust.net.au (the national website) 

and Legal Aid Queensland �± 1300 651 188 

www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 

Family Law Court Australia (Queensland) �± 3248 2200 

www.familycourt.gov.au (national website) 

Parentline �± 1300 301 300 

www.parentline.com.au 

This is for all types of parents and you are not excluded! 

�.�L�G�V�¶���+�H�O�S���/�L�Q�H���± 1800 551 800 

www.kidshelp.com.au 

This is for your kids. They often need a place to talk privately 

and so far I have had only good reports. 

Commission for Children Young People and Child Guardian 

1800 688 275 

3224 4225 (Queensland office) 

www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au 

Relationships Australia �± 1300 364 277 

www.relationships.com.au 

�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���O�R�R�N���D�I�W�H�U���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���Z�L�W�K 

other family members and spouse! 

Crisis Care (Dept Child Safety Queensland after hours) 

 1800 177 135 

3235 9999  

www.childsafety.qld.gov.au 

 

Keep a Diary: 

The diary should include day, date and time of any contact and 

notes regarding the event. This might simply be that you sent a 

birthday card or email. 

For those denied access, there could well come a time when the 

children ask why you were not there when they were growing up. 

As adults, they can see that you wanted to be and tried hard to be 

there for them. For those raising, the day may come that you are 

accused of stopping their parents from seeing them and the above 

applies again. 

In either situation, the diary may well be helpful if ever the mat-

ter does go to a court. 

 

Ask Questions of any Professional: 

No matter if you are speaking to a lawyer, medical person or a 

Child Safety Officer, you are entitled to be fully briefed on their 

�U�R�O�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���D�Q�G���F�D�Q�¶�W���G�R���I�R�U���\�R�X���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H�L�U���T�X�D�O�L��
fications. 

Ask legal people how many grandparent cases like yours they 

have handled and what their success rate is. Ask medical, or simi-

lar, people if they are prepared to sign a report that you can give 

to your solicitor or Child Safety. 

Never attend a Child Safety Meeting without someone else with 

you and make sure you are given a Carer Handbook. In Queen-

sland it is permissible to tape the session as long as you declare 

your intention. 

 

Make an appointment for a Centrelink Social Worker: 

�,�I�� �\�R�X�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �G�H�D�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �&�H�Q�W�U�H�O�L�Q�N���� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �M�X�V�W�� �G�R�� �V�R�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H��
phone or even the counter. The social workers are much more 

knowledgeable. Tell them your basic situation at the time of 

making the appointment to give them time to look into the sub-

ject. 

 

Seek Free Legal Opinion first: 
There are many places where you can get free legal opinion other 

than Legal Aid. The Community Legal Centres have nothing to 

gain by misleading you as they are not funded by your wallet. 

 

Look after YOURSELF!!!  

No matter if you are denied access, raising or somewhere in be-

tween, the pressures are huge. Even young grandparents can be 

worn down by the constant anxiety and frustration. 

Your grandchildren need you to be at your best! 

Make sure you attend your doctor regularly and mention your 

situation. It is also very important for you to have someone out-

side the situation to talk freely to.  

This is where support groups are at their best. 

You can talk to others who understand your concerns and may 

even be able to tell you how they coped in a similar situation. 

You will find there are other very good parents who have had the 

same thing happen to their family. 

You will find you are not alone. 

 


