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Editorial

COGs
Happy New Year to all! Council of
Welcome back for 2010. | hope your holiday Grandparents

festivities went well.
This year we are finally able to bring yo

e
new look newslettand would love your fedd- Jlready back at work plan-
back. , R :
new initiativesfor this

ith their first meeting on February 1st. Confere

Last December we had a combined X r%'illgv . .
X d to exciting new opportunities.

Christmas luncland invited other groups i

area as well. This was probably the most _suc- : .
cessful social function for some time. ﬂany of you have asked if they are planning another cc

ence | i ke | ast yeards. Th

This year | am putting out an SOS for assjréawg ths 10 organize S.UCh a major event and prob
onger to get over it! However, there are many ¢

as there is just so much happening for grgﬁ
ents. Details are included in the article ab% 8me5 to be addressed.

new look. For those of you who are new to our newsletter, COGs

ncil whidérings together as many organizations as
sible working on gaining benefits for, and promoting
ess of, grandparents and relative carers.

Nomination forms (for the National BSE
steering committeehave gone out. Pled¥
make sure you have received yours or dwrioad

it from the KinKare website. Applications are due L ,
at the end of March emest follow the guideiuhese organizations include government departments

lines in the information pages. agencies, NGOs and gr_ar_ldparent support groups. C

ously, the more who participate the stronger and more

Community Cabinat North Queensland duptlve the Council will become. If you Woul_d like to be
Jnl_t, please contact Tracey Douglas for details.

Deputation request forms are available frc?
Department of the Premier and Cabinet 07 5596 5523 ®rtadcom@austarnet.corp.au

telephone 1800 448 377 or 1800 448 378
Online atww.thepremier.ald.qov.au Conference also brought togbtlggr amounts of re-

Requests can be: emailed to sources and useful information for grandparemis
. communitycaBinet@premiers gld.gov 8prorters alike. COGs is preparing a report on all this
o faxed to 07 3224 6640 “TT¥Tas you can imagine given the quantity of information,

. still in the process of being collated and reduced to a p

e posted to Linda Paton, Cabinet Servic St sized d t for distribut
PO Box 15185, CITY EAST QLD 400§ sized document for distribution.

bear with us in this regard and as soon as it i

For further information about deputations | alegas
orfurther information about deputationsa , details will be published in this newsletter.

call Community Cabinet Coordinator
Linda Paton on 1800 448 377 or 1800 448865 meets on the 1st Monday of each month an

W chaired by Tracey Douglas.
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A New Look for a New Decade Our New Look Newsletter

I know some dispute when the new decade really Saeisthe break, | was able to spend some time settin
but | feel that for our newsletter and us; it is starhagter pages and all sorts of things to get this under
this year. There is still much to learn and you will notice | have tri
. experiment in tig
Along with the new _Iool_< for our newsletter CONMEVSQIeN. Some  thir
conceptsand organization that we have to embracg A8t and othe
der to keep moving forward. didnoét .
The National Bodywill be born during this year ahf€it MOSt ObVICCERaRe s ==
brings with it some other new organizational ided€W: {Fiture is that , o
nurture the ideasiéte bodies for grandparerfar a W€ have now gonesito pagesmade possible by distribut-
start. In Queensland we are lucky to already be wElBd fRRF which is a smaller download. This means
way with COGs. However, COGs needs to be betfliflggphave to be written or updated and conseque
ported by grandparent groups. more input from re_aders is requwe_d. _Hopefully thoug
also means a more informative publication for readers.
The National Body will also bring its own problems in jts in- _
fancy and it too will need to be supported by lead®fda{Hge most popular article seems to be the laug
have been working in the field for some time. \RB9Raldnfortunately it used to share a page with rea
worked long and hard to see this body formed andSii§Sm@pd. in past editions, that column was not well
let trivial matters, or people with less understan@?g€dnd
qommitment, sway us from ensuring it reaches its fBléﬁﬂf@”this, | am under great pressure to prodace e
tial. s t u dancevlldherefore throw my self at your mercy
\@ssist in this. It reallymportant to shovthe general
community and politicishat grandparents faees they
do not understand at all.

Make no mistakbere are detractorsvho for their o
purposes, will try to mg T P

mountains to impede "
development of this b,
At this point in time, |
seen little evidence
those leaders who h

All stories will be carefully editéal ensure no slip ups

are made which could identify the situation, or those
volved, to government agencies or even other family n
_ bers and friends. Similarities, however, with other storie
been around a while be quite common. It was only last year that a story was

succumb to their effor 4 B lished which even my closest friends thought was mine

Andivide and conqurc‘J Ot TWa 2t OtTheiTs W nWe alke
solve.

Along with the new look newsletter, | have spent a ¢

The National Body will megreater workloats placedyeq) of timepdating information including the distribu-

on all group leaders. The grandparents who makg,HRith¢: would be appreciated if you kept us informec
groups are therefore going to have to step up to

! i %hges of contact details or amendments needed.
and help out. It is all about grandparents working,dg-RglP will have to be very strict about deleting rea
other grandparents. whose newsletters are returned.

From what | sawcanferencel believe grandparents 854 news storieare also wanted and accompanying
derstand that. The number of offers to commit quite, ARELESn be included as all readers will receive col

me. We have a lot to be grateful to Tracey for in hes (leletynies and the problems of photocopying are be
mination to increase grandparent attendance af,confer-

ences. | believe that thisdmisa new standard which”
will be hard to back away from. If you are able to help out; researchers, social coordin:

and other assistants are always required. | would also i

In our dreams, the new National Body will organizl@lmgf@{(-)se grandparents who have already stepped

ences and the question of the cost of grandparent paricin-and taken on roles within Kinkare this year.
tion will not even be considered.
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We Should Write a Book! &

This is the old AOur Personal Page()

published on this page to inform others in the community just how different ourlives are.
This page may also contain comments on calls, or answers to queries raised from time to time.

—
—
=
~,
[

S

For the purposes of this page, second generation carers or those desikdtories will be edited to protect the identification of anyone involved
access wil/l be referred to as amlqkeepind with available Space.aAncdmpanlyingsllestratidmsare frong
should be raising the chil dr en thepublicdomain anccafeaat meant to teflect any padtypcanceenadt s

cases the carers may be great aunts or uncles, step grandparents or even

greatgrandparents etc. This helps to keep the roles of all concerned‘pher.fouowinfg story is typical of stories | hear everyday

Stmitarly, all children wil,f8ahdpafehts eniddactess Pdrdntdifilrend " ©

Department Issues | am in the last half of my fifties and am denied access

At the end of last year, | and several others Worl?i{)(g Wghdson and a 3yo granddaughter. These are
grandparents raising through the Dept., noticed g Rig, iB-h terds children and t

crease in the number of reunifications being procﬁéﬁ%dg]étars, | was one of the main carers of my grant

has long been a belief of the Dept. t_hat reunific_atig,qd@\, Gere very close. To the point where when he h.
only way to go._Of course we all bell_eve, that, in BReteSteral operations, | was the one with him.

world, the ideal is for children to be raised by their RgEegSired all kinds of fun activities and | even taught h
ride his bike.

| was ill at the time of the birth of my granddaughter whi

e when | helped my daughter into a larger house so | c
Reunification lessens the workload of Departmental \Werkets ailer one which suited me as well.

struggling to cope with enormously unrealistic caggeld@dSame to light which made me realize these arre
and also saves the government money in foster Ca{gh®RaYad left my name off the ownership of both ho
ments. |t does NOT meanmyt hg tPLkop the hoSsihi€ Sake Bt ertherCubil it
paramounto. sorted. This seems to have been the beginning of my

o _ ries and my 4wisband is very close now to my daughter.
In a similar vein, over the break, | seem to have had 4 PG considered an outcast and my opportunities

do_minance of callers who have had children in twrg?ﬁFﬁichildren have been reduced o almost nothing
with the knowledge of t@hotRifdBritand Rid'ds | Hatnevdr Bt Ay ofafic

dren in danger in any waty aItPngh | see their parents |

Again | hear #Athe chil da% &but sBaibllits dicO need of r

cause they are living with responsible grandparepts, RBUfied every avenue | know to see my grandchil

the grandparents are fatinge financial difficulties,q | have been told my grandson is SO upset counse
without the foster carer allowance. had to be sought.

My daughter knows the buttons to push to hurt me,

It they mention the idea of putting the grandchildegyhSitfinderstand how she can hurt her own children
care, they are told they would possibly not be the gaters as

they have given up the children. CATCH 22! Wha arédhgyn ot
supposed to do?

However, we do not live in a perfect world.

know if the cards
if they know how very much | love them. My grandson

. said he will be able to see me when he is 18 yo.
One grandparent | spoke to explained how she wag@s/Stam a good grandparent and that | have a vita

ing the mother to take on her parenting role, but {heQemt their upbringing. Why is it that parents can de

insisted the mother leave her house as she was ngt g ¢om-c 5 n 6 t see the grandec

petent parent. Mum went to live on the streets fofegiNiNilfsir children? What are they doing to them?

and Grandma was left with 2 children to rear on a R§Q&Rant to go to school for grandparents day and be
of their lives and them to be part of mine. _

‘; U q apPrdtladkifigtFhave B RiktionsHp'with my aught8

W6 QPely thd dhildKshd@if Mot be punished because sl
angry with me.

Am | really exp
ests of thhedamd
one else could either!

ect e
t doa@

Page 3 of 6



KinKare Monthly News February 2010

Laughter is the best Medicine

The Perfect Christmas Trege )
Itwas a romantic full moon when

Two blondes decided that this Christmas they wanF t%)csl?t'd’

down their own Christmas tree. So they drove two hours i %macna, let's do Weeweecf:

the country and walked deep into the woods to finGHeREMot now. let's look at the msaid! Rosita.
fect Christmas tree. They had planned the trip well, espe- ’
cially considering that they were blond. They were'dfgsgfitbn baby, let's you and | do Weeweechu. | love

warmly with boots, warm coats and hats. They hag@dGbgithe perfect time," Pedro begged.
saw, hatchet, a bag to protect the tree and rope to drag it

back to their car. Every detail was coVBted.wanna just hold your hand and watch the moon."
replied Rosita.

They searched and searched. * 12
had gone to all this trouble, nc
but the prefect tree would
They searched for hours thr@—
knee deep snow and biting wi (
Finally, five hours later with the - [
beginning to go down, one bloi &

says to the other, "l can't take this anymore. | give u}dReL8chy a Merry Christmas, Weeweechu a Merry

are hundreds of beautiful trees out here. Let's just RiksBRSs Weeweechu a Merry Christmas, and a Hapj
whether it's decorated or not!" New Year.’" ’

Four O|der |adies are S|tt|ng around p|ay|ng bndgeA man Walked |nt0 the pl‘Oduce SeCtlon Of h|S |OC8.| Woo
The first lady says, "You know girls, | have knownW8rths Supermarket and asked to buy a half head of let

all a long time and there is something | must get off® boy working in that department told him that they o

my chest. | am a k|ept0 niac. But, don't worry, |SO|d whole heads of lettuce. The man was insistent that
%nd | never will: we ha@y ask the manager about the matter.

Walking into the back room, the boy said to the manage
having ®@mne old bloke wants to buy a half a head of lettuce.”.
et sometffing off \ny chd finished his sentence, he turned around to find that tl
rry, | havén@i was standing right behind him, so he quickly adde
and "And this gentleman kindly offered to buy the other half.

The manager approved the deal and the man went on
way. Later, the manager said to the boy, "l was impress
oivith the way you got yourself out of that situation earlier
Ot hilikg, people who can think on their feet here.
fiends t¥¥here are you from son?"

"New Zealand, sir," the boy replied.

"Why did you leave New Zealand?" the manager asked
nds up, says, confessfhe boy said, "Sir, there's nothing but whores and rugby
to make also. | am an uncontrollable gossip, and Iplayers there."
have some phone calls to make!" "|s that right?" replied the manager. "My wife is from Ne
Zealand!"

W "Really?" replied the boy. "Who did she play for?"

"Please, corazoncito, just once, do Weeweechu with m

Rosita looked at Pedro and said, "OK, one time, we'll d
Weeweechu."

Pedro grabbed his guitar and they both sang.....
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KinKare

KinKare Groups

Beaudesert:

Place: Beaucare 44 Tina St
Day/Time: 4th Friday of the month 10:30am

Contact: Maree 3287 1664
Cleveland:
Place: Donald Simpson Ctr, 172 Bloomfield St

Day/Time: 3rd Friday of the month 10:30am

Contact: Maged 3207 7200
Eagleby:
Place: Eagleby Community Ctr, Cowper Ave

Day/Time: 2nd Friday of the month 10:30am

Contact: Mareeé 3287 1664 or Dahni3299 1764
Goodna:
Place: Neighbourhood House, 33 Queens St

Day/Time: 3rd Monday of the month 10:30am

Contact: Maree 3287 1664

Inala:

Place: The Hub, Corsair Ave

Day/Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month 10:30am
Contact:. Mareeé 3287 1664

Nerang:

Place: Nerang Neighbourhood Ctr, Martens St

Day/Time: 4th Wednesday of the month 12:30pm
Contact: Marjieé 5527 3034

The Sunshine Coast group now meets with Grandpg'r-0 P

ents as Parents. Please see their listing

Western Australia;

Granpower:
Email: info@granpower.org.au
Ph 0409 294 231

Grandparents
children SA Inc:

Meeting Notices

South Australia:

Ph Denise (08) 8410 6642

Monthly News

Grandparents as Parents

Sunshine Coast:

Place: Comm. Capital Ctr, Sportsmans Pde, Bokari
Day/Time: 2nd Friday 10ak@noon

Contact: Sharon 5437 9499

|l ndigenous Goparent S
Group:

Place: Centrecare

Day/Time: Weekly

Contact: Tess Rowley 3252 4371

North Queensland:
Cairns and District Grandparents

Support Group:

Place: Hambledon House Community Ctr, Edmonto
Day/Time: 1st Wednesday of the month 9:30am
Contact: John or Janet 4055 5161

Grandparents in need of Support

(GINOS)

Contact: Nev (07) 4723 3520
trcota@bigpond.net.au

The Townsville Gdpare

Support Group:

Place: Dan Gleeson Memorial Gardens

Day/Time: Last Friday of the month 10:3@amoon
Contact: Nev (07) 4723 3520

arents Rai si Sr a

Atherton Tablelands:

Place: Family Support House, 38 Mabel St
Day/Time: 1st Tuesday of the month 9:3Qa80am
Contact: Nicole or Kirsty (07) 4091 3850

ng

Always room for more!

Please send in details that you would like

for Grand-
published on this page.

(To ensure publication, send written information
to Maree as per the footer contact details.)

Email: denise.gfgsainc@bigpond.com
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Tips to Live By
Helpful Contacts 2 gl

Seniors Enquiry Line £1300 135 500
This is not just for the old and frail! Ask about thiene for
Grandparents Programmewhile you are there.

Keep a Diary:
The diary should include day, date and time of any contact and
notes regarding the event. This might simply be that you sent a

Centrelink (Parent or Guardian Line) +13 61 50 birthday card or email.

www.centrelink.gov.au For those denied access, there could well come a time when the
Centrelink social workers know about most of the communitychildren ask why you were not there when they were growing up.
organisations in the area, not just money matters. As adults, they can see that you wanted to be and tried hard to be
Please make an appointmentt is worth your while. there for them. For those raising, the day may come that you are

accused of stopping their parents from seeing them and the above
applies again.

In either situation, the diary may well be helpful if ever the mat-
ter does go to a court.

Child Support Agency #www.csa.gov.au The CSAis a
Federal Government organisation which helps support
separated parentsand grandparents who are primary
carerszwith the transfer of payments for the benefit

of their (grand)children.

Ask Questions of any Professional:

No matter if you are speaking to a lawyer, medical person or a
Child Safety Officer, you are entitled to be fully briefed on their
UROH DQG ZKDW WKH\ FDQ DQG FDQTW
fications.

Ask legal people how many grandparent cases like yours they
have handled and what their success rate is. Ask medical, or simi-
lar, people if they are prepared to sign a report that you can give
to your solicitor or Child Safety.

Community Legal Centres

The national website isww.naclc.org.au

or for Queensland, seevw.qails.org.au

Usually these centres can provide free legal services,
short of actually representing you.

Legal Aid +www.nla.aust.net.a(the national website) Never attend a Child Safety Meeting without someone else with
andLegal Aid Queensland 1300 651 188 you and make sure you are given a Carer Handbook. In Queen-
www.legalaid.qgld.gov.au sland it is permissible to tape the session as long as you declare

your intention.
Family Law Court Australia (Queensland) 3248 2200

www.familycourt.gov.aynational website) Make an appointment for a Centrelink Social Worker:
, \RX QHHG WR GHDO ZLWK &HQWUHOL
Parentline +1300 301 300 phone or even the counter. The social workers are much more
www.parentline.com.au knowledgeable. Tell them your basic situation at the time of
This is for all types of parents and you are not excluded! ~ Making the appointment to give them time to look into the sub-
ject.

LGV +H 01800 851800 Seek Free Legal Opinion first:

www.kidshelp.com.au Th | h t free leaal opini th
This is for your kids. They often need a place to talk privately Ere are many p/aces where you can get free legal opinion other

and so far | have had only good reports. the}n Legql Ald._The Community Legal Centres have nothing to
gain by misleading you as they are not funded by your wallet.

Commission for Children Young People and Child Guardian | ,ok after YOURSELF!!!
1800 688 275

3224 4225 (Queensland office)
www.ccypcg.gld.gov.au

No matter if you are denied access, raising or somewhere in be-
tween, the pressures are huge. Even young grandparents can b
worn down by the constant anxiety and frustration.

Your grandchildren need you to be at your best!

Relationships Australia 1300 364 277 Make sure you attend your doctor regularly and mention your
www.relationships.com.au situation. It is also very important for you to have someone out-
'RQIW IRUJHW WR ORRN DIWHU \RXU ¥k st@xfon\B 4K freiy @D WLRQVKLSV ZLWK
other family members and spouse! This is where support groups are at their best.

You can talk to others who understand your concerns and may
Crisis Care (Dept Child Safety Queensland after hours) even be able to tell you how they coped in a similar situation.
1800 177 135 You will find there are other very good parents who have had the
32359999 same thing happen to their family.
www.childsafety.qld.gov.au You will find you are not alone
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