Advocacy for Grandparents in Trouble
Currently there are two bills before Queensland Parliament,  


Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill 2010* -
Carers (Recognition) Amendment Bill 2010
I write to you with the request to assist me in my advocacy work, read the following information on these two bills, go to the web site for more in-depth information and then write to your local politician and encourage him/her to support in the first place the “Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill 2010” or the Carers (Recognition) Amendment Bill 2010 but with further amendments.
Please find below, background information, an overview of the objectives of the two Bills before parliament and issues of significance in regards to why the Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill should be endorsed.  

Background:
The situation in which grandparents are primary carers for their grandchildren is increasing, and

now accounts for more than 1 per cent of families across Australia, and more than 30 000

children as stated in the Carers (Recognition) Amendment Bill 2010.
Grandparents are very often being called on to raise grandchildren because of drug and alcohol problems with their own children. This presents a major issue for grandparents as they question their own rearing of their children and fear that they may make the same mistakes again with their grandchildren. Unfortunately, many well meaning family members and friends make comments which reinforce the fear in these grandparents unwittingly. The most common of which is “You must have done something.” 
It has been my experience that very ordinary people from all walks of life and with good basic parenting skills can have the misfortune to have a child of theirs go “off the rails”. Once that has happened there is a huge shift in the circumstances and lifestyle of the grandparents.

When KinKare first began, we went to a local pollie who had not long before had a child of hers in trouble with drugs. She said quite openly to us that when constituents had previously come to her with such problems, she also had the predisposition to think they must not have been good parents. She told us that she subsequently contacted every one of them to apologise personally.

KinKare officially began in October 2002 and since then has played a major role in changing Federal Family Law as well as State laws which now recognise grandparents and/or Kinship Carers officially which had not been done before.
Grandparents raising grandchildren usually fall into one of three categories:

1. Those who have had their grandchildren placed with them by State Child Protection Authorities (in Queensland; the Dept of Child Safety, now under the banner of the Dept of Communities.)
2. Those who have gone through the Federal Family Courts and have what used to be called “residency” orders.

3. Those who just step up to the mark and protect their grandchildren without any legal backing at all.

Category 1

Those under the State banner (Category 1)  get a better deal financially, but have to go through some very invasive hoops. The State pays about $200 a week, depending on age of the children, special needs and location. There are also benefits for special medical and similar needs which can be less than satisfactory depending on the local administrator. Grandparents typically foot the bill themselves rather than make waves with the Dept. These people are also entitled to Centrelink Family Tax Benefits if they qualify.  
Bear in mind that the criteria for these benefits were laid down with younger parents in mind not those who have saved for retirement, having savings which is means tested could prevent them from accessing Govt funds to assist with the raising of grandchildren, before too long their savings has been spent on raising the grandchildren, with little money left for retirement. Grandparents often have no “working time” left after raising grandchildren to recoup monies spent on child raising whereas younger parents do. This is not taken into consideration in criteria for benefits.

Category 2

Grandparents (Category 2) are also entitled to Family Tax Benefits with the above restrictions but no other payment. (Some my be entitled to Child Care benefits.)
Category 3

Grandparents in (Category 3) are hiding in case the parents come for the grandchildren to ensure they receive the benefits instead of the grandparents.

Grandparents in all three categories live in constant fear of the children going back to an abusive way of life. Because of this fear, grandparents are not comfortable about coming forward to stand up for themselves and their grandchildren.

Thus they have not gained the basic recognition that any other disadvantaged section of our community has. The ordinary citizen would assume that as they are caring for children other than their own, they would be classed as carers. Not so.
The two Bills before the House aim at recognising grandparents raising grandchildren as carers.

Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill 2010* - http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/53PDF/2010/SenRecogGPCB10_PExp.pdf  - a private members bill (put up by the opposition; Rosemary Menkens MP shadow minister)
The Bill introduces a Charter to provide recognition for grandparent carers, and the framework to support consideration of the Charter in the making of relevant decisions. 

Objectives of the Bill

The objective of the Bill is to provide for the recognition of grandparents providing full-time care to their grandchildren and to ensure their interests are considered when making decisions that

impact on their ability to care for their grandchildren.

Reasons for the Bill

• 
To implement a legislative framework that recognises the contribution of grandparents who provide care for their grandchildren

• 
To provide a mechanism to allow this recognition to be used as part of a decision-making process, ensuring that when decisions are made by authorities on issues that directly affect grandparents providing care or their grandchildren, there is a framework to assist this decision-making.

• 
To establish the Grandparent Carer’s Charter, which sets out the contributions of grandparents providing care, the importance of consideration of grandparents in decision-making, and the unique place they hold in our community.
Carers (Recognition) Amendment Bill 2010  - http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/53PDF/2010/CarersRecAmB10Exp.pdf  this is an amendment put forward by the Government to the current act.  However, the Act does not specifically recognise particular groups of carers, such as grandparents who provide full-time care for their grandchildren. Given the importance of their familial role, the Bill would amend the Carers (Recognition) Act 2008 to provide for the recognition of grandparents who provide full-time care for their grandchildren. The objective of the Bill is to: 
• 
Legislatively recognise the contribution of grandparents providing full-time care for their grandchildren to the lives of their grandchildren;

• 
Provide a framework for the consideration of the needs and interests of grandparents providing full-time care for their grandchildren and the children for whom they care in government policy, planning and service delivery decisions relevant to their needs and interests; 

• 
To recognise and support grandparents as full-time carers and assure access to information that supports grandparents in their role as carers; and

• 
Align the Act more closely with certain provisions of the Carer Recognition Bill.
Both of these Bills will cost nothing to the community, but the Seniors Recognition Bill put up by the opposition will cover all 3 categories of grandparents. As I read it, the Government Carers (Recognition) Amendment Bill has an extra clause re qualification as a grandparent carer which could well cut out most grandparents in category 1 and all in category 3. (I have been told by a Doctor of Law that this is most likely the case.)
I am awaiting confirmation by local pollies on this issue but it seems they have gone quiet.
Both Bills also call for any agency, Government or not, to put any policies or actions affecting grandparents raising grandchildren to a Council before acting. 

What Can YOU do
I am asking you to write to your local State MP requesting they support the opposition Bill “Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill 2010” if at all possible. If not, then support the Government Bill with the deletion of the phrase that grandparents need to have “decision making powers” to qualify as carers. 

When writing your letter point out to the politician.

That the Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill 2010

Is specific to grandparents, 
Calls for a council to be set up of grandparent representatives. (very few other carers realize their special needs)

Will encompass more grandparents than the other Bill.

The title of “carer” is important to grandparents as it gives them recognition for the important work they do.
The Carers (Recognition) Amendment Bill 2010 (Government Bill) is similar but has these important flaws:

Part of the definition of a grandparent carer in this amendment says they must have “decision-making” powers.

This is the phrase that eliminates so many grandparents raising grandchildren from being recognised. 
It is not part of the definition of carers in other circumstances and it should not be for grandparents either.
When the Dept of Child Safety places children with carers in the beginning the parents retain the decision making powers. Later down the track, if things have not gone well, the decision making power is taken up by the State. (It takes quite some time before the grandparents actually get a say in basic things like which school a child attends, or are able to take a child on an interstate holiday, or can give permission for medical procedures, or can have visitors stay at their home for any length of time without seeking permission from the Dept. of Child Safety and a blue card for those visitors.)

This phrase also may well exclude grandparents who take on raising their grandchildren under informal arrangements. E.g. the parents take off and just leave the children. The grandparents are frightened to seek formal orders, or claim their rightful benefits, in case the parents come back for the children in order to regain Centrelink parenting benefits.
Summing Up

The title of “carer” is important to grandparents as it gives them recognition for the important work they do. These Bills have no payments attached in any way, but may help in faster delivery of services to grandparents.

With any luck, down the track, the passing of Seniors Recognition (Grandparents Providing Care) Bill 2010 Bill could set the groundwork for Federal recognition of grandparents as carers.

That would assist in gaining Federal benefits. The responsibility for financially assisting grandparents is a Federal issue.

I am leaving it up to you which parts of the above you wish to include in your letters as that will make them different.

It has been very difficult for me to précis the grandparenting issue for you. If you have any questions, I am only too happy to go into more detail for you.

My Love,

Maree Lubach

Ph 3287 1664

Email: mlubach@optusnet.com.au
